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speaking to continue his remarks at a
future time either to a later hour of
the same day, or to any other day.

Mr. HAWKE: How can leave be grant-
ed? No-one has moved that leave be
granted.

The SPEARER: I think that is the
substance of the motion.

Mr. HAWKE: Yes; but the Deputy
Premier is addressing himself to clear-cut
business before the House. He is address-
ing himself to an amendment which I
moved, in connection with which he has
moved another amendment. How can he,
when he is addressing the House on clear-
cut business of this kind, suddenly some-
how wind up, or break in by moving that
he be given leave to continue his remarks
at the next sitting? How could that pos-
sibly be approved?

The SPEAKER: The point is that it is
consistent with the ruling I gave this af ter-
noon. The Standing Order requires that
leave be granted, and the Deputy Premier
has now moved that he be granted leave
to continue his speech tomorrow; and I
think that is consistent 'with the ruling I
gave this afternoon on that particular
point.

The thought behind my ruling was that
I felt the member who has the floor is the
one who should decide whether or not he
wishes to continue his speech at some later
date, and that It should not be the pre-
rogative of the House to decide whether he
shall finish his speech on that particular
occasion.

Mr. HAWKE; I would hope that you
would give this ruling further considera-
tion. I do not desire at this stage to move
to disagree with it; but it seems to mue
rather weird that in the proceedings of
Parliament-or any other organisation for
that matter-someone who is on his feet
addressing himself to a motion or amend-
ment should suddenly be able to move that
he be given leave to continue his own re-
marks at some future time. That appears
to me to be hopelessly illogical, with all
due respect to you. However, I would be
satisfied if you would undertake to give
the ruling further consideration and report
back to the House at a later date to suit
your own convenience.

The SPEAKER: I am prepared to do
that.

Mr. TONKIN: There is an aspect which
concerns me considerably, and I would
like your direction in connection with it.
Do you rule that the Deputy Premier has
moved an amendment? If that is your
ruling, will the Deputy Premier only be
permitted to speak next to the amend-
ment; or is your ruling to the effect that
he has not moved the amendment and
that it will not therefore appear in the
Votes and Proceedings?

'The SPEAKER: The Deputy Premie:
has moved his amendment, and he pro.
poses to speak to it at the next sitting o:
the House. That is my understanding oi
the matter.

Mr. Watts: And mine.
Motion put and passed,

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
MR. WATTS (Stirling-Deputy Premier:

[10.21]: 1 move-
That the House do now adjourn.

Question Put and a division taken wil
the following result:-

Ayes-23.
Mr. Boveli Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. Burt Mr. Nalder
Mr. Cornell Mr. Nimrno
Mr. Court Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Craig Mr. O'NenL
Mr. Orayden Mr. Owen
Mr. Guthrie Mr. Perkins
Dr. Henn Mr. Roberta
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. Watts
Mr. Lewis Mr. Wild
Mr. Mann Mr. 1. W. Mannin
Mr. W. A. Manning T1e.

Noes-22.
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Kelly
Mr. Brady Mr. Moir
Mr. Ckzrran Mr. Norton
Mr. Evans Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Hall Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Hawke Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Heal Mr. Seweill
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Towts
Mr. W . Hegner Mr. Tonkin
Mr. .Janieson Mr. May

Ayes.
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cromnielin

pairs.
woes.

Mr. Graham
Mr. Andrew

(Tezfer..

Majority for-i.
Question thus passed.

House adjourned at 10.26 p.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SUPPLY BILL, £23,600,000
Assent

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Bill.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT

Improvements to Perillup Property

1. The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the
Minister for Local Goverrnent:
(1) In a contract let to a parents and

citizen's association by the War
Service Land Settlement Board for
scarifying, harrowing and picking
up on a property at Perillup, will
the Minister inform the House-

(a) the price paid per acre for
the completed Job;

(b) how many acres were in
the contract?

(2) On the property where the work
referred to above has been done,
are settlers required to do a fur-
ther 100 acres at their own
expense?

(3) If the reply to No. (2) is "No"-
(a) is such additional work fin-

anced by loans by the
board: if so,

(b) what amount is allowed by
the board for such work?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
(1) (a) £3 9s. 6d. per acre.

(b) Approximately 100 acres.
(2) Yes.
(3) See answer to No. (2).

RAINMAKING

Kalgoorlie Investigation

2. The Hon. G. BENNE'IS asked the
Minister for Mines:

With reference to the article in
The West Australian on Thursday,
the 11th August, 1960, beaded
"Rain Men Study Inland Clouds,"'
will the Minister inform the House-
if it is the intention of the.
C.S.I.R.O. to include the K~al-
goorlie area in its investigation of'
cloud behaviour to determine-
if weather conditions Justify m.
big-scale experiment in rain-
making?

The Eon. A. F. GR1FF1TE replied:
The intentions of C.S.I.R.O. rain-
making section in this State have
not been made known. However.
I understand that their investiga-
tions at this stage are likely to be
restricted to areas where heavy
cloud accumulations are of very
frequent occurrence and where
additional rainfall would assist
agricultural production.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

Statistics

3. The Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the
Minister for Lcal Government:

In relation to traffic accidents on
roads in Western Australia will
the Minister advise in respect of
each of the years ended the 30th
June, 1958, 1959, and 1960, the
number of persons-
(a) killed;
(b) injured;
(c) killed per 10,000 vehicles

registered;
(d) injured per 10,000 vehicles

registered;
(e) killed per 100,000 population;
(f) injured per 100,000 popula-

tion?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
1958

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

164
4,249

8.8
228.6
23

608

1959

178
4,506

9.1
231.2

25
633

1960
(to the 3st
May only)

166
4,395

8.1
215.4

23
607

It will be noted that the figures given
for 1960 are compiled only until the 31st
May last. Apparently the officers con-
cerned have not been able to obtain the
figures up to the 30th June.
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KATANNING HIGH SCHOOL

Completionl

4. The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON asked
the Minister for Mines:
(1) When is it anticipated that the

Katanning High School will be
completed?

(2) Is there any penalty clause in the
contract for the building?

(3) If the answer to No. (2) is "Yes",
is this clause being invoked? I
not, why not?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) it is anticipated that the school

will be ready for occupancy at the
end of September.

(2) Yes.
(3) Yes. The penalty clause will be

invoked on completion.

FREMANTLE RAILWAY STATION

Inward and Outward Passengers

S. The H-on. A. L. LOTON asked the
Minister for Mines:

What was the total number of
passengers carried by the Western
Australian Government Railways
to and from Fremantle railway
station for the Years ended-
(a) the 30th June, 1959;
(b) the 30th June, 1960?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFIH replied:
The actual number of passengers
arriving at and departing f r o m
Fremantle railway station is not
availaLble accurately awing to the
issue of zone tickets and also the
use made of weekly and monthly
tickets, etc.
The information can only be
obtained by a physical count of
the number of passengers. In 1959
a Physical count was made for
one complete week during March
and this showed that 23,880 pas-
sengers were carried to and from
the Fremantle station.

FREMANTLE LOT 1850
Transfer to Fremantle City Council

6.The 'Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the
Minister for Mines:

Will the Minister ascertain and
Inform the House when Pre-
mantle Lot 1050-area 3 roods
38.5 perches fronting South Ter-
race, formerly Portion of Base
Flats site as subdivided on Dia-
gram 65065-will be transferred
to the Fremantle City Council?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied;
The Crown Grant in respect of
Lot 1850 will be prepared for
issue to the Fremantle Council

upon receipt of the completed
farm of application, which was
enclosed with a letter addressed to
the Town Clerk, Fremantle, on
the 19th February, 1960.

MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS'
LICENSES

Number for 1959 and 1960

7TA. The Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the
Minister for Local G-overnment:

What was the total number of
current motor vehicles drivers'
licenses at-
(i) the 30th June, 1959;
0ii) the 30th June, 1960?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
(D 1959--244,082.
(ii) 1960-250,160.

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSES
Number for 1959 and 1960

7B. The Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the
Minister for Local Government:

What was the total number of
current motor vehicles licenses

ai)the t ue 99
(Ii) the 30th June, 1960?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
(1) 1959-199,353.
(Ii) 1960-210,340 (to the 31st May,

1960 only).

LOCKYER flOUSING AREA
Investigation of Damage

8. The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the
Minister for Mines:

In view of the unsatisfactory state
of affairs existing in the Lockyer
housing area at Albany owing to
excessive seepage and apparent
inadequate drainage within the
area, will the Minister have an
on-the-spot investigation made
immediately to formulate plans to
overcome the problem confronting
the people living in this area?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFTH replied:
Arrangements have already been
made for an on-the-spot investi-
gation. The Albany Municipal
Council has been notified.

RAILWAYS GOODS TRAFFIC
Tonnage Handled by Harbour Trust

9. The Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the
Minister for Mines:

What was the total tonnage, both
inward and outward, handled by
the Fremantle Harbour Trust on
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Victoria Quay, of goods trans-
parted by the Western Australian
Government Railways for the
years ended-
(a) the 30th June, 1959;
(b) the 30th June, 1960?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFTrH replied:
(a) Inward, 8,219 tons; outward, 25,573

tons; total, 33,792 tons.
(b) Inward, 5.660 tons; outward, 22,522

tons; total, 28,182 tons.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Sixth Dlay

Debate resumed from the 16th August
on the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply to which the Ron. E. Mv.
Heenan had moved an amendment to add
the following words-

We wish to protest strongly against
the burdens of additional cost which
increased railway freights will soon
place upon those country people and
rural industries not able reasonably to
bear such burdens, and also against
increased railway fares in the metro-
politan area.

We deeply regret the breaking by
Country Party Ministers of the promise
given by and on behalf of the Country
Party to the people of the State during
the last election campaign, the promise
being-

The Country Party wll not agree
to any further increases in rail
freiahts. about ninety per cent.
of which are paid by country
residents.

We regret also the breaking of the
assurance given at that time by the
present Premier to the effect that the
whole of the Liberal Party's policy
would be directed against rising costs.

THE HON. J. D. TEAHAN (North-
East-on amendment) [4.45]: I wish to
speak in support of the amendment to
the Address-In-Reply or, in other words, to
add my protest to those that have already
been voiced against the increase in rail-
way freights as they affect the country
districts and, more particularly, the mini-
ing areas. It cannot be claimed that I
make this protest merely because a par-
ticular Government happens to be in of-
fice. On reference to Hansard it will be
seen that each year I have expressed a
desire that whatever extra taxes or
charges had to be imposed on the people
in the country, the mining industry and
the people in the mining districts should
be exempt from the imposition of such
extra charges.

It has often been said that State Gay-
ernmnents cannot assist the mining in-
dustry, or do anything to assist the min-
ig companies towards obtaining a better

price for gold. It is always claimed that

that responsibility is in the hands of far-
distant authorities in the Eastern States
of Australia. However, there are other
ways by which the State Government canm
assist, and one of these is that it can
try to ease the burden carried by the min-
ing industry by not imposing extra charges
on it. As one who moves around the
goldfields quite a bit, I often wonder how
these added imposts have been absorbed
by the mining companies and authorities-.
Those companies have been able to carry
these extra charges by practising greater
efficiency, but they have been able to do
this only because they are fortunate in
having trained men who, over the years,
have become experienced in mining prac-
tice.

It may be considered by some people
that anyone can go underground and be-
come a competent machine miner, but that
is far from being correct. A good miner
has to be well trained; he has to have
a great deal of experience and be capable
of using keen judgment. I must say that
the men employed in our mining industry
are in that category; and, what is more,
today they constitute a. settled population-
Most of the miners these times are mar-
ried men with families in the district and
therefore, from every point of view, their
interests should be considered and their
welfare preserved.

Why is it that the schools in the gold'-
fields areas, particularly in Kalgoorlie and:
Boulder, are in need of more classrooms
and accommodation than they were 30 ,
years ago? I think the answer is that al-
though the population in the mining dis-
tricts is less than it was 30 years atgo, it
now comprises steady family men rather
than single men. These men have a stake-
in the country and in the industry, andt
they have good and settled homes in whiolt
they take pride because they are part and
parcel of their lives. Therefore, anything
that disturbs that state of affairs is dis-
turbing to the State as a whole.

There is a population of 5.000 workers
in the mining industry, and surely that
population is worth preserving. They are
the people who are distant from the capi-
tal city and, being distant, they are likely
to attract others to the country and out-
lying parts to become prospectors or even
pastoralists. I wonder how many pastoral-
ists, who are now well established in the
outback, were at one time prospectors or
miners on the goldfields.

When it is realised that the gold mining
industry returns to this State an in-
come of approximately £1,000,000 a month,
surely it should be preserved. It can be
said that the industry is worth being
looked after, because it looks after itself.
The industry employs experienced and
Practical workers, both on the surface and
underground. Almost wholly the workers
are led by men who have sound knowledge
of and Practice In the goldmining Indus-
try-men who were trained not only in
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mining practice in Western Australia. but
in the School of Mines in Kalgoorlie. It
is well worth preserving men with such
ability and experience.

All Governments-State and Federal-
should say to the goidmining industry,
"You have played your part in developing
the State. You have done everything
possible to meet the added costs which have
been Imposed each year through basic wage
rises, and increased charges for stores and
explosives. We will play our part by
exempting your industry from any added
charges." This is one way in which the
Industry can be assisted; that is, by re-
taining the existing railway f reiglhts.
Added freights result in an increase in the
cost of living, and the latter is reflected
In an increase in the basic wage; thus, the
wage-cost structure of the mines is in-
creased.

It is claimed that many mines are solid
financially, such as those located on the
Golden Mile. But there are others which
can only be described as marginal mines,
and many of these have already been
assisted by the Government-notably
Owalia, the mines at Mt. Ida, and the
mines at Bullfinch. These are operating
on margins of profit which are slender,
and the added impost will not be welcomed
by them. The increase in freights will
also be disturbing to the other mines I
referred to.

I must add my protest to those already
voiced by members from the Goldfields,
and trust it is not too late for the overn-
ment to take steps at least to reduce the
Impost on Persons working in the mining
industry brought about by freight in-
creases.

THE HON. 0. BENNETTS (South-
East-on amendment) (4.53]: Before lodg-
ing my protest against the increase In rail-
way freights, I would like to congratulate
you, Mr. President, on being elevated to the
position which you now hold. I know you
will give valued service, as was given by
your predecessors. I also want to congratu-
late the new member of the South Pro-
vince, Mr. Syd Thompson, on his election
to this H-ouse; and I congratulate the
members who were re-elected at the last
elections.

In passing, I want to say a few words on
the retirement of Sir Charles Latham, the
previous President of this Chamber. He was
a man who had a long career in both
Houses of this Parliament, and he per-
formed a great service while he was with
US.

As one of the pioneers of Kalgoorlie and
the mining district, dating back to 1896,
I have never been Perturbed more by the
action of any Government than by the
action now taken to increase railway
freights. I never thought I would, as a
member of this House, see what is now
taking place when, through the action of

the Liberal Party and Country Party coali-
tion Government, railway freights are to be
further Increased. Those parties went
before the People at the last elections and
stated that they would not support any
further increase in railway freights; but
today we find the goldmining industry is to
be Penalised again. The gold mines have
gone to considerable expense to mechanise
the workings, and these mines cannot be
mechanised any further.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: How much will
the freight on oil be increased?

The Hon. G. BENNET'rS: I do not know.
What are the rates for oil? I am now
speaking about the freight on machinery
and the other Items used by the mines.
I have seen a proposed increase of 7 per
cent. to 10 per cent, in the freight on
these items. The mining industry, with
the exception of perhaps three companies,
cannot stand any further increases. But
we have to protect the mines which are
operating on low-grade ore; for example,
the mine at Bullfinch.

I heard over the radio a few days ago
that the Minister for Transport was visit-
Ing that district with a party of officials.
They inspected the large road train which
carts the ore from Nevoria to the Bull-
finch mine. It is a 60-ton road train. They
gave great Praise to the company con-
cerned for keeping the mining industry in
that district going.

This company went to great expense
to install a large plant to treat the
ore. In my opinion it is too big.
There is insufficient development in that
district to keep the Plant in full operation.
It is a plant which, to be operated econo-
mically. requires 40,000 tons of ore a
month. The low-grade ore treated yields
4 dwts. to the ton, and by treating 40,000
tons a month it is able to carry on. How-
ever, with an increase in railway freights
and with the other increases in the basic
wage, this company faces a great difficulty
today. Members may be aware that this
mine has been given assistance by the
present and the previous Governments. I
wonder how long it will be able to continue
with the further impost of freight in-
creases. It will not be able to carry on
much longer without further assistance
from the Government. One way to assist
the company is to keep the freight charges
as low as possible.

The State is now encouraging prospec-
tors to undertake part-time activities.
Some members of this House will be aware
of the lectures which were given by a
prospector in Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie
recently. He tried to foster the goldmining
industry in this State by encouraging men,
with practical experience, to go out and
locate new mines, in case the existing
mines cut out. This proposal will be
retarded by the freight increases. The
large number of People who attended the
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two days' gathering at Coolgardie to hear
the lectures took a keen interest, and many
of them took out miners' rights. They were
prepared to undertake part-time prospect-
ing with a view to locating new bodies of
ore, thus keeping the goldmining activities
going. By increasing railway freights, the
Government showed that it was not in-
terested in what this particular person and
the Organisation behind him were trying to
achieve.

The Non. A. F. Griffith: Absolute
rubbish!

The Hon. 0. DENfl7S: The Govern-
ment wants to retard the goidmining in-
dustry. The opinion expressed by many
people working in the industry is to this
effect, "What is the good of doing anything
to fester the industry when the Govern-
ment is not prepared to help it?"

The I-on. A. F. Griffith: Tell us some-
thing about the Incentive which the
Government gave these people.

The Hon. G. BENNETTS: The older
members of this House will be aware that
over a period of many years the goldmining
industry did a great deal not only for this
State but for the Commonwealth. It pulled
the Commonwealth out of a depression
and enabled it to carry on; and, as Mr.
Heenan said, the amount of money going
towards the upkeep of Australia Is terrific.

But what do we find? We find that the
little mines are cutting out and we have
to go to the Commonwealth to obtain
subsidies tn keep them going. That is not
right, because we have to pay tax on the
amounts of money which we obtain from
the Commonwealth.

I do not know how the farming members
of Parliament are going to fare if they
support these freight increases; because
it was only prior to the last election that
all members on both sides of the House
were in my area inspecting the farms and
telling the people they were going to do
this and that to help them.

The Hon. A. L. Loton: Wrho were they?
The Hon. G. BENNrflS: Oh, different

ones.
The PRESIDENT: The honourable mem-

ber will address the Chair.
The Hon. G. BENNEflS; I do not

want to mention names, but the members
were there all right and they met all my
constituents. They promised this and that,
and made good fellows of themselves. But
what do we find today? We find that they
are supporting a Government which is
increasing freight rates. The position is
hard enough now for the people in the
Esperance and Salmon Gums areas because
of the prices they have to Pay for super
and the freight rates already being
charged. Now they will have the freight
rate Increased on all the commodities they
use.

I say it is a disgrace to the State to find
that the ambassadors of the farmers--their
representatives-in this House are pre-
pared to support the ijberal Party-Country
Party Government in the increases.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It is a reckless
Government, anyway.

The Hon. G. BENNETTS: Yes, they are
a reckless lot. r only hope that when the
members to whom I have referred return
to their territories after they have voted
in favour of these freight increases, the
Farmers' Union and the farmers will meet
them and ask for an explanation of their
support of the Increases. I do not know
what they are going to say.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: They will all
make different explanations,

The Hon. G. BENNE'ITS: Yes, they
will all be different. Some propaganda
will be used to smooth it over in some
way. They have a good backsling.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You should
be a good Judge of that sort of thing.

The Hon. G. BENNE ETS: All I know
is that there will have to be a ch ange,
and I can see it will come quickly. I am
not going to labour the point any further.
I1 have a lot more to say, but I cannot
include it in this speech so I will leave it
until the debate on the motion for the
adoption of the Address- in -Reply. I do
hope, however, that the farmers' represen-
tatives here will take a few notes of what
I say, and will vote against the party with
which they are connected.

THE HON. R. F. HUTCHISON (Subur-
ban-on amendment) [5.3): I want to
speak in support of the amendment. To
my way of thinking it is in keeping with
the previous actions of the Government
which illustrate the lack of conscience It
seems to have, and its policy, since the
last election, of changing its ideas. During
those elections we heard the farmers being
referred to as protected people. I have
here an article from The Farmers' WeelyW
of the 1 1th August, and I think for the
benefit of members I will read It. It is
headed, "Rural Freight Rates Soar," and
is as follows-

State Cabinet has announced that
Government railway freight charges,
parcel rates and metropolitan train
fares will be increased from Septem-
ber 1.

Freight increases will range from 5
to 20 per cent.; livestock rates win
rise by 12j per cent. and parcel rates
by 5 per cent.

The combined increases are expected
to lift railway revenue by £1,100,000
a year, but this year's Over-all rail-
way loss is still expected to exceed
£4,000,000.

On a 150-mile haul the increase on
wheat will be 24d. a bushel and on
superphosphate 39d. a bag.
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For 3 cwt. consignments of goods
cardied 150 miles, typical increases per
lb. weight will be: Butter and cheese,
1/16th of a penny: breakfast foods,
1/24th of a penny; flour, 1/30th of a
penny; fruit and vegetables, 1/18th of
a penny; groceries, 1/30th of a penny;
sugar. 1/30th of a penny; wool, 1/24th
of a penny.

The Premier (Mr. Brand) said that
despite the increases the new freight
rates would still compare more than
favourably with those gazetted in other
States.

That is strange reading after having
listened to Mr. Brand before the elections.
To continue the article-

For example, new miscellaneous
rates for a 150-mile haul were well
below those of other States. The W.A.
charge was 46s. Sd., compared with
56s. 6d. in South Australia and 77s. 6d.
in New South Wales.

No cognisance is taken of the distances
and special disabilities which we have to
face here; and, because of these things
the railways should not be expected to be
a paying proposition at all, but should be
regarded as something to help develop this
vast State in which we live, and which
contains such a small population. Con-
tinuing the article-

On a 400-mile haul, the W.A, mis-
cellaneous rate was 72s., compared
with 88s. 9d. In South Australia and
126s. Gd. in New South Wales.

This would apply particularly on
longer hauls for which a policy of
scaled-down charges was being main-
tained.

The article is torn at this spot and, in
case I say say the wrong word, I had
better omit that portion. It means that
the well-to-do farmers--and we only have
to read of the huge probates to know that
there are some well-to-do farmers-will
probably not be affected by these increased
freight rates.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: They are dead.
They would not feel it!

The Hon. R. F. HUITCHISON: But what
about the smaller men living with their
families in the far-flung Poorer sections
of the State? They are going to pay the
Piper in these rail freight Increases; they
are the ones who will be Penalised. But
that is In keeping with the Government's
policy, because it is the working man the
Government attacks--his wages and con-
ditions. The article continues--

The Farmers' Union has been a keen
advocate of Increased expenditure and
expanded production but it is going to
have a difficult time justifying this to
farmers now that rail freights have
taken the jump they have, said
Farmers' Union general president (Mr.
Grant McDonald) yesterday.

Consistent calls had been made by
both Federal and State Governments
for greater production and more ex-
ports, but the higher freights an-
nounced would do nothing to encour-
age farmers to meet this request.

In fact, it was obvious that any
proposed expansion must be retarded
simply because the volume of finance
would not be available.

"It seemns that one of the most im-
portant features which induced the
State Government to increase freights
is what almost amounts to -a f ear of
the attitude of the Commonwealth
Loan Council.

We know that this Government has not
much courage, as is evidenced from the
account of Mr. Brand's trips to the East,
and what he said when he got there. I
know quite well-and I suppose others
agree with me-that it Is not at all a
courageous Government. To continue-

"Either that or the Loan Council's
views have been used as an excuse. In
either ease it is most regrettable that
this Federal body can have such a
marked effect on the progress and
potential development of a claimant
State," Mr. McDonald said.

I might add that the article I am quoting
is from a farmers' publication, not a
trade union paper. To my mind the rail-
ways are a prerequisite to our welfare
because haulage is such a big item in this
State. No other State in Australia ex-
periences the difficulties which we have to
face, and this Government will not realise
that. This man goes on to say-

"I am convinced that the State
and Federal Governments need to give
consideration to formulating other
ways of allocating loan funds.

"There is the aspect also that West-
ern Australia's prosperity depends en-
tirely on the prosperity of its primary
industry, and if restriction is Placed
upon farmers' activities the whole
State must suffer."

And there never 'was a truer word spoken
than that as you, Mr. President, will know,
being a farmer. To continue-

The increases were high and in
application would be felt twice by
farmers-by adding to the cost of
transporting their production away
from the farm and by bringing essen-
tial goods to It.

A jump of 20 per cent. on wheat was
much too big an increase and rises of
71 per cent. and 121 per cent, for wool
and livestock respectively were out of
proportion for products already pay-
ing fairly high freight rates.

Farmers would no doubt make as
extensive use of transport as possible.
because road operators were able to
provide service at reasonable rates
whereas the railways were reaching
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the stage where they were pricing
themselves out of the chance for busi-
ness.

This would be regrettable because
there was an obvious need and place
for the railways.

Just imagine what would happen to Wes-
tern Austraila if the railways really did
cease to operate. Remember the howl
which went up from the then Opposition-
the Present Government-when the Labor
Government wanted to close two or three
redundant lines which belonged to the far
back goldfield days. I do not know much
about the Bonnie Rock line, but I do know
the Northampton, Wiluna, and Yuna lines,
because I once lived in those parts. They
are absolutely obsolete, as the need for
them has gone. However, that situation
does not apply to the farming areas. To
conclude the article-

The higher freights would affect
country people generally because they
would mitigate against the establish-
ment of secondary industries in rural
centres, Mr. McDonald said.

That last paragraph is the most damn-
ing because this Government is always
talking about decentralisation, which, I
agree, is a pressing need in Western Aus-
tralia. I did not ever think I would be
standing here advocating on behalf of the
farmers; but I feel that these freight rates
are going to hit the whole State.

I know it is necessary sometimes to raise
freight rates, but I do not think it is neces-
sary to do it as this Government has. It
has blundered ever since it took office. I
have here-and this is still related to rail-
ways--a Picture that was Published in
The West Australian of the 4th August.
showing Mr. Hawke receiving a deputation
from the railway men. I have not seen
anything like that situation for about 40
years. It is the turn of the wheel. The
Labor Government goes out of office, this
Government takes over, and the whole of
the State is in chaos.

I felt I should register my emphatic
protest against the present action of the
Government. It is something which is
absolutely against the best interests of
western Australia. Apparently the Gov-
ernment has not realised that our railway
system is not meant to be a Profitable con-
cern; it is meant to be a means of trans-
port; it could not be anything else in
a State like Western Australia for many
aeons. It Is a service for the People of
the State, in the same way as water and
power are services Provided for the
people, and it is not meant to have huge
Profits made from the system.

I can remember the howl from present
Government members, particularly the
Minister for Mines, when the previous
Government resumed certain areas of
land. The Minister called meetings; he
Was most outspoken about it. But I have
not heard him say anything about the re-
sumption of land by the Commonwealth

Government for the extension of the
Guildford Airport, despite the fact that
the wonderful Stephenson Plan provides
for a suitable site for an airport for this
city. Not one ward is said about that.
This Governiment can get away with all
sorts of things. I am supporting the
amendment with all the vigour possible.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: When this
Government was in Power before, it put
the rail freights up by 400 per cent.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: This Gov-
ernment is putting them up enough for
me; that is why I am supporting the
amendment.

THE HON. WV. Rt. HALL (North-East-
on amendment) L5.16]: I desire to take
this opportunity of congratulating you, Sir,
on being elected to and attaining the high
office of President. I1 have no doubt that
you will fulfill your duties in a capable
manner, and that you will add dignity to
the position You hold. I only hope that
you will enjoy good health, and I wish you
every success in carrying out the duties
which the high position you occupy de-
mands.

I also want to take the opportunity of
congratulating our new member Mr. Syd-
ney Thompson, on being elected to this
Chamber; and at the same time I desire
to extend my good wishes to those who
were re-elected at the last election. I only
hope that their term of office in this
Chamber will be a happy one, and that
they will enjoy good health.

I have only risen on this occasion for
the purpose of supporting the amendment
which has been moved in respect to the
proposed increased rail freights. The in-
dustry with which I wish to deal is the
goidmining industry, and the people who
work in it. I listened very carefully to Mr.
Heenan's speech last night, and I fully
support him in the remarks he made about
the serious position in which the mining
industry will find itself because of these
increased freights. When one looks back
through the history of the goldfields, and
the towns which owe their existence to the
mines in the outback parts of the State, it
seems strange and regrettable, that any
Government should propose to increase the
rail freights. I would think it is the job of
the Government not to impede the pro-
gress of the mining Industry but to do
everything possible to foster it.

In 1903 there were 20,716 men employed
in the goidmaining industry, and over the
years, particularly the last six or seven
years, or at least since the war, the num-
ber of men has been reduced each year.
In 1903 there were 20,716 men working
in the industry, and today the same in-
dustry has a numerical strength of only
5,273. That is a remarkable state of affairs
when one realises that out of that 5,273
men, only 3,100 or 3,200, at the most, are
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employed on the goldfields; the rest are
employed on mines at towns which are
situated in Mr. Bennetts' territory, in the
South-East Province, and in the North-
East Province, which Mr. Heenan, Mr.
Teahan, and I represent.

Over a period of years, to our regret,
we have seen mines being closed down,
and hundreds of men being put off. Take
the Big Bell Mine: Four hundred and fifty
men were employed on that mine and I
believe that approximately £1,000 every
month was paid to the Railway Depart-
ment for the transport of parts and ex-
plosives. That is a large sum of money.
The Governments of the day lent the man-
agement of the mine at Owalia approxi-
mately £250,000 to assist it to carry on-
I suppose in essence the mine belongs to
the Government-but now, with these in-
creased freights, that particular mine will
certainly feel the effects of the position. It
could not possibly afford to stand these
increased charges.

I did not see Wiluna in its heyday, but
it had a population of 7,000. When a
mine such as that closes down it is a bad
thing for the State. The action of the
Government in increasing railway freights
will cut the life of some of these mines, and
the increase will have other reactions as
well. Let us take Owalia for instance. Look
at the amount the People there have to pay
in railway freights for perishables sent
from Perth. Most of the perishables are
bought at the markets on Monday; they
arrive at Kalgoorlie on the Tuesday morn-
ing; and then they are sent out to
Leonora, Owalia and similar places. The
people never really get the perishables
fresh; yet they have to pay much higher
freights than people in most other towns
in Western Australia. The same thing hap-
pens at Mt. Magnet and Wiluna, and other
goldmining towns. Instead of the mining
industry having an imposition place on it,
it should be fostered by the Government.

According to a6 statement made by the
Chamber of Mines, the year before last
there were 5,352 men employed in the in-
dustry, and last Year there were 5,273;
the numbers are decreasing all the time,
and the Government's latest action will do
nothing but help to kill the industry. Wor-
kers are not being put on, and the numeri-
cal strength of the Industry as a whole is
dropping.

There are some mines in Kalgoorlie
which could stand freight increases, but
there are a lot of them which cannot. I
venture to say that if a stand is not taken
regarding some of the increases which
have been Placed on this industry it will in
time be wiped out altogether. I am told
that the cost of explosives is terrific, quite
apart from the freight; and the miners
must have explosives to sink shafts and
look for gold. One can see alluvial gold
on the surface; but before a mine generally
becomes Productive, one has to sink a shaft

to develop it. Nothing should be done to
impede the progress of the industry;
everything should be done to foster it.

There are thousands of unemployed in
Western Australia, and if the Government
goes on in this way there will be many
more.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: How many
thousand unemployed?

The Hon. W. R. HALL: I think I read the
other day that the number receiving social
service benefits is about 4,000 altogether.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: There would be
more.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: That is men and
women. I understand that the number is
4,000, if my memory serves me rightly-
and my memory is pretty good.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You seem well
informed on that; tell us how much oil Is
going to go up with the freight increase.

The Hon. W. Rt. HALL: I would not know
how much the cost would go up; I am not
in a position to say, but oil is only one
commodity. How many other commodi-
ties are there which are necessary for the
running of a mine? Would the minister for
Mines suggest that oil will be the salva-
tion of the mining industry? I say, "No."
What else is there? There are the com-
modities which the People require to en-
able them to live on the goldfields, such
as groceries and so on. Take the price of
groceries. The difference in the price be-
tween Perth and Kalgoorlie is astonish-
ing. Nestles condensed milk Is one Item
I noticed particularly where the difference
in cost is terrific. I had a flat in Kalgoor-
lie, and I did my own buying. I took par-
ticular note of the cost of foodstuffs and
I compared the Perth and Kalgoorlie prices.
The difference is great; and the cost is even
higher for people in the outback areas,
such as Leonora, Gwalia, Menzies, Layer-
ton, and Wiliam.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What did You
think about it in 1953 when your Govern-
ment increased freights?

The Hon. W. ft. HALL: My Government
did not do anything as drastic as this
Government is trying to do.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Not much!

The Hon. W. ft. HAIL: If the Minister's
Government wants to do the right thing, it
should not increase freights at all. We are
opposing the increase. Let the Government
get the money from somewhere other than
the mining industry. The Minister for
Local Government. who is a part-time
cocky, would know that the farmers are
pretty well treated at the present time. I
have always had a sort of sympathetic
feeling for the farmers but, at the same
time, they do not do too badly for them-
selves, and they have been doing fairly
well for a long period of years now. There
have been no droughts, and I do not think
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they have much to complain about. The
farmers have got concessions from every
Government that has been in power over
a fairly long period of years: and I think
that the farming community is doing pretty
well.

But never mind about the farmers; let us
do what we can for the mining industry. I
now want to get back to the interjection
of the Minister for Mines when he men-
tioned oil a few moments ago. I would
like to know how much the Minister knows
about oil. If it were not for his advisers,
what would he know about the costs of the
mining industry. As I said, oil is not the
lifeblood of that industry. There are other
commodities which play a big part. This
is an industry which is turning over ap-
proximately £13,000,000 in Australian cur-
rency every year-approximately £1,000,000
a month. The average over the last five
or six years has been between £12,000,000
and £13,000,000, and there are only 5,200
men employed, with approximately 3,200
domiciled near the Golden Mile.

That brings to mind the Great Fingal,
which produced 1,000,000 ounces of gold
from 1,000,000 tons of ore. Some people
will not believe that; nevertheless it is true .
Governments of the day have seen fit to
try to diamond drill the mine With a view
to getting it into production again. But
in the same breath the Government wants
to increase railway freights, which will
impede the progress of all mines in the
mining industry-this, despite the fact that
the Government is lending the industry
hundreds of thousands of pounds to try
to get mines working again.

The more one looks at this matter and
thinks about it, the more deeply one is
likely to get involved in the repercussions
which will follow the Proposed increase in
railway freights. Mr. Teahan very rightly
mentioned tonight that the cost of living
would go up. We will then hear a squeal
from the Premier about the consequent
rise in the basic wage costing the Govern-
ment so many thousands of pounds; we
will hear him say that the basic wage is
continuing to increase, and so on. Hut the
Government's action is the very thing that
is helping to bring this about.

Unfortunately, however, there are fami-
lies on the goldfields who have to exist on
what they earn from these mines. There
are really only two industries in Kalgoorlie
which absorb any numerical strength of
employment at all; one is the mining in-
dustry, and the other the railways. The
Government has now taken away some
workers from the trans. docks and trans-
ferred some of the men to Perth, with
the result that the employment ranks
there are depleted.

Accordingly, I say without any fear of
contradiction that so far as the goldfields,
at any rate, are concerned this action of
the Government will certainly cause an in-
crease in the basic wage. At the moment

we hear everybody saying that the dog is
chasing its tail. It will be for ever chas-
ing its tail if some stand is not made to
prevent the Government from taking these
Steps. The Government should be the first
to endeavour to stop this spiral of increased
costs. The cost of living will be a great
imposition on these people. For instance,
in Kalgoorlie groceries are a very costly
item indeed, as they are in the outback.
The same is the case with perishables.
They do not get them fresh: this is only
the privilege of those people in Kalgoorlie
who are near market gardens; but so far
as the outback is concerned, the people
there receive their perishables when they
are days old and sometimes not fit for
consumption.

The Government should take a second
look at its proposal to increase railway
freights and see, even at this late stage,
whether it is not possible to forget all about
it; because after all we must continue to
look to the mining industry for support. We
all know, the farmers particularly, to what
extent the mining industry pulled this
State out of the mire, when the farming
industry was in the doldrums. Had it not
been for the goldmining- industry In the
days gone by, where would the farmers be
today? The position at the present time
is reversed; but there is no reason why we
should not expect the support of those for
whom the goldmining industry did a good
turn when they were in the position in
which it is in today.

The proposal to increase railway freights
is only one imposition-if I might call it
that-on the mining industry. There are
several others. In conclusion, I would like
to sound a note of warning, that if there
are to be more imposts placed on this
industry, a lot more trouble will be caused.
There will be a great deal more unemploy-
ment. It is not possible today to get pros-
pectors to go out in the bush to look for a
new mine, or to seek the elusive weight.
It is not Possible to get these men to go
out, because quite apart from the priva-
tions they must endure, it is too costly. I
am sure that you, Mr. President. as do
most members of this Chamber, appre-
ciate the difficulties under which these
men work. With these few words, I sup-
port the amendment.

THE HON. F. R. H. LAVERY (West-
on amendment) [5.353: 1 have heard mem-
bers speak on the repercussions that the
increased railway freights will have on the
people in the country areas. But what
about the people in the metropolitan area:
those People I represent; the workers who
travel to and from work?

The Hon. A. R. Jones: They have their
own motorcars.

The Hon. E. M. Davies: But they have
not got farms.

The Ron. F. R. H. LAVERY: I would
not say they have their own motorcars:
most of them have secondhand motorcars
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which once belonged to the wealthy far-
mers. They buy these in the various used
car sales. As one who has been a mem-
ber of the Transport Workers' Union since
1932. and who is still a financial member
of that union, I realise that from time to
time costs do cause industry to increase
its prices for the services it renders. I
think, however, that the present is not
an opportune time for railway Passenger
fares to be increased in the metropolitan
area, and added to the already great bur-
den of costs.

To be quite sincere and truthful in this
matter, I must say that for a long time the
number of passengers carried by private
enterprise was having a detrimental effect
on the number of passengers that were
carried by the railways. But a few Years
ago, when an attempt was being made to
do something for the railways,-it does
not matter by which Government; when
the dieselisatlon of the suburban railways
came into being-it resulted in the pas-
sengers now travelling by rail reaching a
figure of at least 1.000.000 per month; if
my memory serves me right.

Those people who have been travelling
by rail have helped to reduce the cost of
running the railways, inasmuch as there
is now as great a return coming in from
the number of trains that are used. With-
out exception the Country Party members
since I have been a member of this House,
have criticised the losses of the metropoli-
tan transport system; but despite that
fact, that system is here for the benefit
of both the country People and those in
the metropolitan area-it provides a ser-
vice for those people who have no trans-
port of their own.

If this Government Proposes to follow
the example set by the Metropolitan
Transport Trust, and increases its pas-
senger fares, then It will be doing a6 very
wrong thing indeed; it will be doing a dis-
service both to the People and to the rail-
ways. I would like to quote an example of
two families who live on the same street as
myself, and who have travelled by rail to
the city. This week they have got in touch
with their mates, and they have arranged
to be transported to the city by car. That
means that five passengers have been taken
from the railways immediately. It is true
that that is an infinitesimal number-but
it could be multiplied many times. This will
cause the falling away of patronage from
both the railways and the Metropolitan
Transport Trust.

I rise to support this amendment, and
to protest on behalf of the metropolitan
users of the transport system. I do not
want to be misunderstood; at the moment
I am not criticising the M.T.T., because
I think it is too early to do so. I will wait
at least five Years and see what progress
it makes before criticising its actions. We
all know at the moment the M.T.T. is
going through the usual teething troubles,
and is no doubt finding it difficult to

finance its endeavours on a profitable
basis. At the same time we must remember
that the same thing will occur in the
metropolitan area as will happen in the
farming community.

One only has to go down the road lead-
ing from the Geraldton area, or any other
main road, to see the number of motor
vehicles engaged in carrying stock to the
markets. Country members are intelli-
gent enough to know that a truck of sheep
will, in future, cost £8 more than it did
previously; and if the farming industry
can carry that added impost, it must be
doing better than I imagined. However,
I do not believe the country industries can
carry that extra £8 Per truck of sheep.

The Hon. G. Eennetts: Are you referring
to the small farmer?

The I-on. F. R. H. LAVERY: I anm
referring to the farmer who sends his
stock down by truck whether he be in aL
large way or a small way. He will find it
necessary to devise ways and means to get
around the provisions of the Transport
Act, with particular reference to the trans-
port of his stock. The same wiUl happen
to the passenger side of transport.

As members of Parliament we represent
all the people of the State, either directly
or indirectly. On their behalf, I wish to
utter a very strong protest on the proposed
increase in railway fares, particularly as
it affects the metropolitan users of trans-
port. Similarly I support the opposition
to the increase in freights as it affects
the farming community of this State.
Reference has been made to £1,100,000.
We will find that the £100,000 will be
gathered up in the metropolitan area,
while the E1,000.000 will be paid by the
agricultural and mining industries, and
the country areas generally.

THE HON. A. L. LOTON (South--on
amendment) [5.42]: It is indeed funny how
the tide of events has turned. Seven years
ago, I moved an amendement on the
motion for the adoption of the Adress-In-
Reply in the following terms:-

But this House expresses its pro-
found concern that Your Excellency's
advisers have seen fit to drastically
increase railway freights in a manner
calculated to increase greatly the cost
of living in country districts, particu-
larly in those more remote from the
capital, to impose a heavy additional
burden on primary industry and to
discourage decentralisation, without
at the same time taking radical steps
to reduce railway costs and to improve
efficiency: and further expresses its
disapproval of the recently published
policy by your Minister for Railways
with reference to certain railway lines
classed by him as unpayable.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It is not fair to
remind them of that!



[Wednesday, 17 August, 1960.3

The Hon. A. L. LOTON: My amendment
was moved on the 24th September, 1953, as
a consequence of a statement made by the
then Premier (Mr. Hawke) when speaking
in support of a Mr. E. M. O'Brien. At that
-time Mr. Hawke said-

May I indicate very briefly a few
lines of policy which would be attemp-
ted by the next Labor Government in
this State, which might easily come
into existence early next year.

How right he was! Because, early in the
following year, the Hawke Government
ivas elected to office. He then went on to
say-

Greater financial assistance to in-
crease gold production.

Increased assistance to bona-fide
prospectors and leaseholders.

Financial assistance to producers in
outback areas who proved that rail
freights are hampering their efforts.

Better railway services.
No railway lines to cease operation

or be pulled up without adequate on-
the-spot discussions by Ministers with
local government authorities and other
people concerned, and not even then
unless Cabinet and Parliament first
approved.

Railway freights and fares generally
to be kept down.

The Hon. A. IF. Griffith: Shame!
The Hon. A. L. LOTON: When I moved

my amending motion in this House at that
tUme, it was quite apparent that the tide
was running the other way. Every one of
the supporters of the Labor Government
kept quiet on that occasion.

I refer to my friends who are in this
Chamber now. Mr. B3ennetts did not say
a word-he did not even make an inter-
jection; and I looked through Hansard
carefully. Mr. Hall did not know what to
do; and Mr. Lavery had a good deal of
sympathy for people in the country be-
cause his son was farming in the Esper-
ance area. It was left. to the then Oppo-
sition to do all the talking; and a good
case was made of it. Certainly numbers
were against the Government, and as a
result of the case put up by the Opposi-
tion, the resolution was carried.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: The numbers
have always been against us.

The Hon. A. L. LOTON: The tide has
changed, and we find, less than seven
years later, the then Opposition is now
in Government again, and the then Gov-
ernment is in Opposition; and the same
tactics are being employed. It is right
for the Opposition to attack the Govern-
ment. I think it is just as well to refresh
the minds of members opposite because
they do not always sit on the one side of
the House-sometimes they have to be
on the sidelines.

The Hon. W. R. Hall: It will happen in
seven years.

The Hon. R. Thompson: That is a cer-
tainty.

The H-on. A. L. LOTON: Nothing is
certain in politics, as I well know from
experience. I have niot been able to work
out the figures involved in the proposed
increase, but a good deal of play has been
made on rising fuel prices in Kalgoorlie.
However, no-one is prepared to mention
any figure at all.

The Hon. R. Thompson; It is 371 per
cent.

The Hon. A. L. LOTON: Wait and see.
it is possible, in a short space of time,
that we will find fuel is cheaper than it
is now,

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: They do not
know.

The Hon. A. L. LOTON: I do not know,
but I1 anticipate it will be cheaper.

The Ron. G. Bennetts: There should be
a fiat charge throughout the State.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: Some of us
know, and readily admit, that oil is not
going to increase.

The Hon. A. L. LOTON: Yes, but Mr.
Bennetts mentioned oil freights.

The Hon. G. Bennetis: No, I did not.
The Hon. A. L. LOTON: The honourable

member mentioned fuel.
The Ron. G. Bennetts: No, I did not.
The Hon. A. L. LOTON: Then I apolo-

gise and withdraw. My hearing is not as
good as it was: and the honourable mem-
ber is not speaking as plainly as he used
to do. Perhaps when Mr. Jones speaks
he will be able to go into facts and figures
in relation to increased costs. It is inevi-
table that the basic wage will be increased;
that the cost of motorcars will rise; that
superannuation for members will be in-
creased; and so It goes on. That is in-
evitable in a prosperous State.

We are in a prosperous State at this
stage--and this is evident by the develop-
ment that has taken place over the few
years Western Australia has had self-
government. This State has made re-
markable progress. Quite unheralded,
people arc coming here and talking about
promoting £.3,000,000 and £4,000,000 pro-
jects. This shows there must be a lot of
wealth about-and that is one of the con-
sequences of progress and prosperity.

It is unfortunate that most of our coun-
try towns are situated so far away from
the metropolitan area, and that long
haulages must take place. However, over
the years it has not worked out so badly.
With the telescopic rate that has applied
-and still applies-with respect to railway
charges, the further away one lives from
the metropolitan area, so the amount to
be paid is lessened.

I do not want to let this opportunity
pass without my drawing the attention of
members to the Parliamentary Debates,
1953, page 758, on which they 'will find
interesting reading.
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THE HON. A. R. JONES (Midland--on
amendment) [5.501: 1 do not intend to
speak at great length, but I would like to
say a few words in order to point out an
error in the wording of the amendment
moved by Mr. Heenan. The words con-
tained in the amendment are not exactly
those as spoken by the Leader of the Coun-
try Party when he made his policy speech
at Mt. Barker during the last election cam-
paign.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: The words are
taken from their context.

The Hon. A. ft. JONES: Just part of a
sentence has been used. However, I suppose
that has been done before. Another rea-
son for my wishing to speak is that L, in
common with others, was given the task
of going into the matter under discussion:
and this job was done very thoroughly in-
deed.

I do not intend to disclose the names of
the members of the committee which in-
quired into rail freights, but I say here
and now that that committee worked for
quite a long time going into the pros and
cons of railway affairs generally before
any decision was made. I would also point
out that the claims made by Mr. Heenan
in the amendment which he has moved
are not altogether true, because some rates
have been decreased.

Before going on I would like to read the
section of the amendment which says--

The Country Party will not agree
to any further increases in rail
freights, about 90 per centumn of which
are paid by country residents.

Mr. Watts did say those words in his
speech which he delivered at Mt. Barker
before the elections, but there were other
words in between some of those words;
and they changed the whole context of
what he said. I have not a copy of his
speech, but one will be made available:
and if I remember rightly, he said that the
Country Party would not agree to any
further general increase in rail freights.
The word "general" makes a big difference,
as I will explain to the House shortly. Con-
sideration was given to all country people
-not only farmers--when the freights were
under review. In addition to freight rates,
the conditions under which goods would
be carried were also considered.

Before stating these, I would like to go
back to what the present Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Hawke) said in 1952 be-
fore the elections, after which he formed
a Government in 1953. Mr. Hawke said,
in effect, "We will do all possible to
keep costs down to farmers: and rail
freights will be kept at the present level
until additional development, including
war service land settlement and additional
population, makes it possible to reduce
freights and fares." That is what the
Leader of the Opposition said in 1952. We

all know what happened, because '71 months
later we had a general increase in freights
to the extent of 331 per cent. The
Minister will tell members about that.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Quite correct.
The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Including the

goldfields.
The Ron. A. R. JONES: Consideration to

the farmer was not extended by that
Government as class goods rose to a maxi-
mum of 35 per cent. "M"-class goods
comprise wheat, superphosphate, and
many other things. Those are things
upon which farmers would be paying
most of their freight. Therefore, I sugg-
est that the then Opposition, and later the
Government-with Mr. Hawke as its
leader--showed scant consideration for
farmers and the general Public, particu-
larly as there were no freight decreases
whatsoever. The average increase was 33A
per cent., with a maximum of 35 per cent.,
ranging down to 20 per cent., which I think
was the minimum increase in freights at
that time.

I would remind members of this
House that The West Australian does not
always report correctly, as the suggested
published rises in freights were not correct.
It was stated in the argument used that
farmers would have to pay higher freights
on agricultural machinery. That is not a
fact, because agricultural machinery will
be carried at 31 per cent. less than before.
There will be a reduction of 1M per cent.
on bulk fuel in company tankers. In ad-
dition, there will be a 71 per cent. reduc-
tion on fuel carried In Government bulk
containers. Therefore, it is easy to see
that there could possibly be a big reduc-
tion in fuel costs in the country.

I believe the present Minister for Trans-
port is negotiating with the oil companies
to see whether a general reduction can be
made in lieu of the decrease which might
come about. The object of reducing the
cost of fuel freights was not only to try and
cheapen the cost of living in the country,
but to try and induce farmers to buy from
local depots rather than run their trucks
to Perth and cart fuel back.

If the railways are successful in carting
fuel to the country, it will eliminate the
carriage of goods to Perth by farmers, and
the railways will gain in many ways. I
mention that, because the Commissioner
was a member of the committee; and those
interested went into that aspect very
thoroughly before the recommendation
was made. A reclassification of goods is
to be made. Where there are now five
classifications there are to be four. Many
goods, on which expensive freights were
Paid, have been reduced by classification.
For instance, the old rate from Kalgoorlie
to Perth was 281s. lid, per ton, while
the new rate is 228s. per ton. Therefore,
there is a reduction of 53s. lld, for cer-
tain goods going to Kalgoorlie.
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It may be asked, "What sort of goods?"
I know there is a considerable list, but I
do not want to weary the H-ouse by quoting
it in full.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: We do not
mind.

The Hon. A. Rt. JONES; A lot of the
items come under the category of build-
ing materials and materials used on the
mines, such as wire rope. etc. I cannot
recall the list in detail, as it is a long
time since I saw it. However, it contained
some hundred articles which would be re-
classified and reduced by 53s, l1d, when
being transported to Kalgoorlie.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: They are all
In the new schedule.

The Hon. A. Rt. JONES: Yes. When the
Leader of the Country Party said that the
Country Party would not sanction any
general increase in rail freights, he tied
his remarks to the fact that the workings
of the railways should be looked into gen-
erally, costs should be enquired into, and
savings should be made wherever possible.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: But a general
increase is sure to be more than a major
increase.

The Hon. A. Rt. JONES: When those
costs were gone into, there was a con-
siderable saving-something like over
£500,000 in railway costs for the year; and
when there is a general increase brought
about by wage variations and awards to
the extent that the Guverniisent is called
upon to find well over £1,000,000 more.
I wonder what the present Leader of the
Opposition in this House would do were
he the Minister for Railways. I suggest
he would do what the Present Government
has done-have a. good look at the situa-
tion and keep any costs which might have
to be made down to the absolute mini-
mum; and it was found in 1953 that the
absolute minimum was 33A per cent. as
far as his Government was concerned; and
the overall increase on freights on this oc-
casi on would be something in the vicinity
of 12 per cent. There is a big difference
between what this Government felt was
necessary in raising freights and charges
generally from what the Leader of the Op-
position considered necessary when be was
a Minister in the Government.

Might I say further that Mr. Heenani,
in his reference to general increases in
freights, was not quite in order; because
members will find that many itemis have
been reduced.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: What are
they?

The Hon. A. Rt. JONES: Mr. Brand
said-

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Which com-
modities have been reduced?

The Hon, A. R. JONES;. The amend-
ment to the Address-in-Reply goes on-

We regret also the breaking of the
assurance given at that time by the
Present Premier to the effect that the
whole of the Liberal Party's policy
would be directed against rising costs.

The then Leader of the Opposition did
not break any faith at all by saying that.
I assert he has done everything possible
to keep costs from rising.

The Hon. R. Thompson: The Farmers'
Weekly does not think that: it accuses the
Premier and the Government of kite
flying.

The Hon. A. R. JONES: Kite flying)
The honoudrable member may tell us
about it and read the paper later on.
The Premier claimed he would keep prices
down and costs from rising as much as
Possible. I think anybody is justified in
making that claim. When the situation
reached the impossible-as it reached with
the Railways Department-and additional
costs were added for various reasons
something just had to be done. I am
not going to claim that we are going to
get out of trouble by always increasing
costs, because that is niot possible. In the
Address -in -Reply, I intend to bring for-
ward some figures which will show that
the Community as a whole will have to
take stock of what is happening, because of
Increased costs all around, not only rail-
way costs. I think this goes beyond merely
a State Problem; it will have to receive
more attention in Federal circles.

One big vuklcessior, whiuh has been
granted to this redistribution or reformu-
lation-or whatever one may wish to call
it-of the classification of rail freight
goods, is that goods are now being car-
ried at Commissioner's risk: That Is
definitely worth while. I doa not know
what charge is imposed by the Com-
missioner, but there is considerable added
freight to any goods carried at Commis-
sioner's risk. In future all goods will be
carried at Commissioner's risk. When we
consider the overall Picture of freight in-
creases-bearing in mind the advantage of
goods being carried at Commissioner's risk,
and the reduction of freights in some in-
stances-I think that very careful con-
sideration has been given to this matter;
and the Premier's remarks and those of
the Leader of the Country Party at the
time of the election could not, in any way,
be regarded as having been dishonoured.

I trust that we in this House are going
to hear further from the last Minister for
Railways because I do know he was very
forthright in his remarks at the time when
Mr. Loton moved his amendment to the
then Address- in-Reply, dealing with rail-
ways. I would like to see whether he can
justify Some of the claims which have been
made today. It would be foolish to suggest
that anyone likes to see increases in
freights. If we go back to 1.953 when the
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present Leader of the Opposition (Mr. £13,746,875, leaving a deficit of £5.047.072.
Hawke) came into power, we had more
increases in taxation revenues than we had
ever had in the State's history.

'The Hon. H. C. Strickland: That is not
right.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I think last
year-

The Hon. A. R. JONES: Omitting last
year-I do not agree with the interjection
-in 1953 1 believe Si Ross McLarty asked
some questions, and the list of new taxes
which had been imposed that year and
which would fill one page-

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: It took about
three pages of Hansard.

The Hon. A. R. JONES: I will content
myself with the remarks I have made and
again refute very definitely that what has
been made a charge against the Country
Party and the Premier is absolutely false.
Sitting suspendled from 6.8 to 7.30 p.m.

THE HON. F. D. WJLLMOTT (South-
West-on amendment) [7.30): As this is
the first occasion on which I have been on
my feet in the present session, I take the
opportunity of congratulating you, Sir,
on your position as President of the
Council, and I wish you a very happy term
of office. I also congratulate the Hon.
S. T. J. Thompson, our new member, and
also those other members who were
returned at the last election. Most of
them were not returned as easily as I was,
which was fortunate for me.

It is hardly necessary for me to say that
I rise to oppose Mr. Heenan's amendment.
None of us likes the idea of freight in-
creases. The goldmining people are not
the only ones who dislike it. The farmers
naturally dislike freight increases, and I
represent a farming community and I am,
in fact, a farmer myself.

There are certain factors which I think
no Government can ignore in relation to
rail freights. Mr. Jones mentioned that
he was a member of a committee which
was set up to look into this question. 1,
too, was a member of that committee, to-
gether with other members, and I shall
leave them, as Mr. Jones did, unnamed. I
will say, however, that every member of
the committee represented a country elec-
torate, and every member of the com-
mittee went on it with the preconceived
idea of preventing rail freight increases
if it was at all possible to do so. Never-
theless, after a careful study of the situa-
tion over many weeks, all members of the
committee realised it was inevitable that
rail freights should be increased.

I would like to mention some of the
factors which no Government could ignore,
In the first place we were confronted with
the figures of the railway operations for
the year ended the 30th June last. These
figures showed that the earnings amounted
to £13,699,803, and expenditure to

The expenditure I
£18,000,000 odd-was

Interestu ..
Depreciation
Pensions
Operating Costs

have mentioned-
made up as follows:

f
.... .... 2,258,664
.... .... 1,555,708

... 411,117
14,521,386

These costs left an operating deficit of
£821,583. That was not the overall deficit
which, as I stated a moment ago, was
£5,000,000 odd.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Are these
Treasury figures, or the commercial figures
we read about?

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOrF: These
figures were supplied by the accountant of
the Railways Department. They are rail-
way figures. The railway loss was in-
curred in spite of the economies which
were carried out in the department and
which resulted, we are told, in a saving
of somewhere in the vicinity of £500,000.
In addition the Government was faced with
the 28 Per cent. rise in margins which, in
the railways, was estimated to cost about
£500,000, without taking into consideration
the other additional costs as a result of
wage rises and so on. SO the Government
was faced with the position that it could
anticipate an operating loss of something
like £1,500,000.

Mrs. Hutchison said that the railways
could no be expected to show big profits.
I agree with that. In fact they cannot be
expected to show profits at all in this State,
but I think that any Government must
make some attempt to cover the operating
costs of the Railways Department; and
that is what the present Government set
out to do.

The H-on. A. F. Griffith: As did the last
Government.

The Ron. P. D. WIhLMOTT: Yes, as I
will point out later. The result was that
something had to be done. The previous
Government tried to do something, but
the measures it took were somewhat
different from the present ones. The
previous Government's attempt was made
in one direction, namely, to close certain
lines or suspend operations on them in
order to save some of the loss. The other
measure it adopted was to impose a tax on
agricultural land instead of increasing rail
freights.

The present Government, in its wisdom,
considered it was preferable to bring the
rail freights somewhere within reason. If
we look back over the last 20 years and
compare wage increases and increases in
rail freights during that period, we find
the result is that the overall increase in
the rail freights has been 160 per cent.

The Hon. Rt. C. Mattiske: Mr. Bennetts
made it 400 per cent.

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOIT: The overall
increase in the basic wage at that time has
been 240 per cent., so that somewhere
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along the line the railways have absorbed
a considerable amount of the basic wage
increases. But that sort of thing cannot
go on forever; the point must be reached
where rail freights will have to go up.

Another thing which had to be consid-
ered by any Government, whether it was
the previous Government or the present
one, was the fact that this State incurs a
penalty, through the Commonwealth
Grants Commission, from its railway
losses. From evidence produced to the
committee inquiring into this question, the
pattern was clear that the penalty was
increasing by £200,000 annually. It started
off at £200,000; the following year it was
£400,000: the next year it wvas £600,000;
and it is anticipated that for the year just
passed it will be £800,000.

The pattern, therefore, is quite clear;
not that I am upholding the financial set-
up between the Commonwealth and the
States. I have spoken on the matter be-
fore, and I am not particularly happy
about it. But a Government can only deal
with the position as it is, and that is the
financial set-up between the Common-
wealth and the State Governments, and
we have to accept it whether we like it or
not.

Western Australia cannot continue to
bear a Penalty which, on the face of it,
will surely be £1,000,000 because of our
railway deficit. When the Grants Com-
mission considers the railway position,' as
between the States, Practically the only
comparison it makes is one on freight rates.
There are so many other differing factors
in railway operation, in the various States,
that that is the only method the Grants
Commission can use to make a comparison.

If we compare the freights, we get some
startling results. I have taken a. few at
random, and I wish to quote them. I
have here the parcels rates for big parcels
between 98 lb. and I. cwt. These figures
apply to a journey of 150 miles. In West-
ern Australia the cost is 18s.; in South
Australia Los.; in Victoria 18s. lid.; in New
South Wales 20s.; and in Queensland
21 s. 4d.

But when we look at freight rates we
find, as Mr. Jones pointed cut, that
although great play is made in this State
about the tremendous burden on the out-
back dweller, the position is not as bad
as it is made out to be, because of our
system of telescopic freight rates. When
I quote the figures they will clearly dem-
onstrate the position. 1 have taken the
"A" class freight. I had intended to choose
the miscellaneous rate, which has a wider
application, but in Western Australia it
includes fertilisers and grain, which it does
not in the other States. So the comparison
would hardly be a fair one.

r therefore chose the next freight class,
the "A" class. I made comparisons over
two distances-l100 and 300 miles. I chose
these distances deliberately because if I
had taken a shorter haul, the freight cost

1331

in Western Australia would be slightly
higher because of our telescopic system;
and 300 miles discloses the position with
regard to a moderately long haul in this
State; there are much longer hauls. The
figures for the "A" class freight for a haul
of 100 miles are as follows:-

Western Australia ..... 53s. 5d.
South Australia .... .... ... 49s.
Victoria..... .... ... .... ... 55s.
New South Wales . .... 62s.
Queensland...... ....... ... 59s. 6d.

When we come to the 300-mile haul we
have a demonstration of the benefit which
is given in this State to the people living
in the outback. The figures are as fol-
lows:-

Western Australia 81s, 8d,
South Australia .... .... .... 92s. 6d.
Victoria............ 6s. 2d.
New South Wales 116s.
Queensland lO...... .. 0s, Gd.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Did you say
116s. for Victoria?

The Hon. F. D. WILLIVOTT: Yes, 116s.
2d. That clearly demonstrates the benefits
that are granted in this State, by way of
cur telescopic system of rating, to the
people who are living outback. Therefore,
I feel that some of the sting of the in-
creases in rail freights has been alleviated
to the outback person. The effect of this
sting is being greatly emphasised by
certain members. I repeat that no-one,
including myself, favours increases in rail
freights. We do not like increases of any
kind, but there are times when they are
inevitable and this is one of those times.

Another matter I would like to mention
is the complaint made here and in many
quarters that this Government is causing
a great deal of unemployment as a result
of its taking away work from the men in
the Midland Junction Workshops and in
the railways generally. The present Gov-
ernment has not sacked men from the
railways to any greater degree than did
the previous Government. Admittedly,
railways staff has been reduced through
natural wastage and retirements, but this
was also done by Mr. Strickland when he
was Minister for Railways in the Hawke
Government. In fact, anyone can read
what Mr. Strickland had to say in 1957.
In that year he pointed out that within
a period of six months he had reduced
the railways staff by some 400-odd men,
but he had done this without sacking any
personnel whatsoever.

The Hon. H-. C. Strickland: From closed
lines.

The Hon. F D. WILLMOfl: Mr. Strick-
land later pointed out that that was the
policy that had been adopted; and I think.
in answer to a question I asked of him
he stated that there would be well
over 800 men dropped from the railway's
as a result of normal wastage, hut not as
a result of sackings. I think his method
at that time was admirable; and this
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Government has simply continued that
admirable method. That is the true
position. There have been no sackings
in the Railways Department other than
those that have been necessary for a good
reason; and the position is just the same
as was outlined by Mr. Strickland in his
speech in 1957.

A great deal of play has been made of
that point without much real thought being
given to it. I will not delay the House
any longer by speaking on this matter, but
I would very much like to, because there
is a great deal running through my mind
in regard to it. Nevertheless, the Minister
will, no doubt, deal with many of these
questions when replying to the matters
that have been raised by members during
the course of the debate.

TUIE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-Mlinister for Mines-an amendment)
[7.501: 1 did not rush to my feet because
I thought there might be other members
who would like to contribute their remarks
to this debate; but perhaps there
are those who have not spoken to date who
are waiting in an endeavour to get same
ammunition from what I am about to say
in proving how weak is the case that has
been put forward. All members are hav-
ing a pretty fair go on the Address-in-
Reply debate this session. We are getting
many opportunities to address ourselves
to various Problems. On this occasion we
are bound hard and fast-and so we should
be-to the question under discussion. That
question is contained in an amendment
moved by Mr. Heenan regarding which he
said in his own words that he did not
think that he would have to speak on such
a motion at this point of time.

However, I am grateful to those members
who, to date, have contributed to the de-
bate on the Address-in-Reply. Members
of the Labor Party, the Country Party,
and of my own Party who have spoken,
have assisted me very greatly in adding
to the arguments I propose to put forward
in requesting the House to reject this
mnotion. One of the most enlightening
speeches was made by Mr. Loton. With
delightful satire he pointed out what hap-
pened in this House in 1953. He was not
the only one, I am sure, who recalled
what happened in 1053. Nevertheless, it
was interesting to us to hear him read out
the motion he moved on that occasion. it
was interesting to me, too, during the time
I had at my disposal to study Volume
134 of the Parliamentary Debates-which
was the volume from which he quoted-to
find out which members contributed to
the debate on that particular occasion
when the Government made promises on
the public hustings not to make any
increases in rail freights or, framing it
another Way, to Quote Mr. Hawke's own
words-

Labor would make an all-out
effort to prevent railway freights from
rising above their existing level until

land settlement consolidation, closer
settlement and other factors allowed
reductions. The liberals (Mr. Hawke
added) have a further rise in freights
up their sleeve at the present time.

That was in January, 1953. We know that,
in 1953, the Government changed hands,
and it took Mr. Hawke just 7Tl months to
increase railways freights by 33uA per
cent.. on an over-all basis without
having any consideration for the feel-
ings of those people on the goldfields, in
the mining areas, in country areas, in the
North-West, or anywhere else. All rail
freights were increased by a fiat 33A per
cent. The debate on that occasion was, of
course, replied to by the Leader of the
House (the late Hion. G. Fraser) on behalf
of the Government. It was therefore with
a great deal of interest that I read the
remarks made by Mr. Fraser at the time.
He appealed to us not to make any pro-
test about his Government's action, and he
pointed out how necessary it was in the
interests of the economy of the Railway
Department, to impose a 33A. Per cent.
increase in rail freights. He also said
that no Government wanted to do it, but
such action was necessary and the Govern-
ment had no option but to make the in-
creases.

On this occasion Mr. Hall got to his
feet and raised his voice in protest against
what this Government is going to do, but
on perusing the Parliamentary Debatis
for 1953 I fail to find one single word
spoken by him protesting about the action
of his Government in increasing rail
freights. He sat tight on his little seat.
Perhaps I had better move to delete the
word "little." However, he did not say
one word on that occasion; and I wonder
what he said to the People in Kalgoorlie at
that time. I wonder if he cried crocodile
tears for the People who reside at Kalgoor-
lie.

The Hon. W. R. Hall; Seven years have
passed since then.

The Ron. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not
care how long it is. All I am seeking is
some measure of sincerity from members
in matters of this nature.

The Hon. E. M. Davies: You did not get
it in 1953.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I will go over
some of the words I said in 1953. Now we
can turn to Mr. Bennetts. He made the
extraordinary statement that the increase
in rail freights that this Government is
proposing to make is a disgrace to the
State. He made the untrue statement-
and I think he should withdraw it-that
this present Government intends to raise
railway freights by 400 per cent.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: I did not say
that during my speech,
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The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That is what
I wrote down whilst the honourable mem-
ber was speaking, but if I am wrong I will
withdraw what I have said.

The Hon. G. Bennietts: I may have
said it by way of interjection.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Anyway,
that is what I wrote down, and I knew it
was the honourable member's voice. It is
therefore not fair to say that this Govern-
nment, or to my knowledge any Govern-
ment, has raised railway freights by 400
Per cent. I would say to the honourable
member that, in debate, it is wise to stick
to facts. I would also like to say to Mr.
Bennetts that I have failed to find any
contribution made by him to the debate
in 1953 when the State was subjected to
a 334 per cent, increase in rail freights.
There was certainly no protest from him
on that occasion.

The I-on. H. C. Strickland: Mr. Ben-
netts felt like saying it, but he did not
deliver his speech.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: All right.
The honourable member will have a
chance to refute that. Mr. Hennetts also
said that he did not think he would be
in this House to see an increase in rail
freights such as those imposed by this
Government.

The Hon. 0. Bennetts: I did not.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Other mem-

bers have said that the increases in rail
fre'ghts proposed by the Government on
this occasion are nowhere near the rail
freight increases isade by the Hawke
Government in 1953. 1 never thought I
would hear the honourable member make
remarks of the nature of those he made.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: It is still an in-
crease that Is being imposed.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is still an
increase, but because it is made by this
Government and not by the honourable
member's Government, he is making a loud
protest. But the honourable member did
not protest in 1953 when his Government
increased the railway freights by a flat33 Ji per cent. I wonder what he said to
the people on the goldfields on that
occasion.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Does that
justify the increase?

The Ron. A. F. GRIFFITH: The honour-
able member should let me make my own
speech.

The PRESIDENT: The Minister will
address the Chair and not answer the in-
terjections made by members.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Mr. Teahan
has said that he protests against the in-
crease in rail freights, but he did not pro-
test against the increases that were made
in 1953.

The Ron. J. D. Teahan: Because he was
not here.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Was he not?
That is a good reason for not making a
protest at that time. I retract what I said
and beg the honourable member's pardon.
In the same terms, Mr. Garrigan did not
object to the increases that were made
in 1953 either.

The Hon. J. J. Garrigan: Neither was
I here.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I said, "in
the same terms." When I refer to Mr.
Heenan, I can get down to facts because
I can repeat what he said. He said, "I did
not think I would be speaking on this
motion so early." I think this Is the
second time during the life of the Caucus
boys that they have got together, and
this time apparently it was said, "Now,
Mr. Heenan. you are a member from the
goldfields and You must have a go at them,"
and to Mr. Moir, a member in another
Place, "You are a member from the gold-
fields. You must have a go at them."

'The Hon. H. C. Strickland: floes that
justify the rise?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I shall jus-
tify the rise if the honourable member
will allow me to proceed. I am not able
to say what takes place in another place,
but one has only to look at the two notice
papers for both Houses and one will find
the wording of the amendments to be the
same, word for word. The Opposition is
trying to drive a wedge between the
Liberal Party and the Country Party.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: That would
not be very hard.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is mak-
in~ a futile attempt to do that. That
seems to be the pattern on this occasion.
Some members of the Country Party have
covered the point in the amendment re-
garding the assertion that Country Party
Ministers made some promises. I have
taken the trouble to ascertain what has
been said by the Leader of the Country
Party.

It is not denied that Mr. Watts did say,
"We will not agree to any general increase
in rail freights, about 90 per cent, of which
are paid by country residents.", He said
that any increase raises production and
living Costs, which cannot be permitted
today. What is more important he went
on to qualify himself in these words--

But losses must be reduced to a
minimum by efficient management,
economic working and good service.
Public confidence might be more
easily regained If all goods, except
dangerous goods, such as explosives,
were carried at the Commnissioner's
risk. A small Percentage increase in
freight rates as an insurance fund
could be made.

We believe that the greater effi-
ciency obtained by such means, with
reasonable charges. would result In
much greater use Of railway transport
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or goods traffic, thus obviating the
need for the imposition Of some un-
reasonable restrictions on road trans-
port which, in consequence, should be
removed.

What the amendment does is to take a
text from the context of that speech. The
amendment does not quote all the remarks
made by the Leader of the Country Party.
It is obvious that the Leader of the Coun-
try Party, though asserting that he would
not be in agreement with any further
general increases in railway freights,
favours a railway system conducted along
modern lines for which reasonable charges
should be made.

Dealing with the other Portion of the
amendment which makes certain alflega-
tions against the Liberal Party, I1 want to
point out that the leader of my party, the
Premier, expressed the view that the first
essential, so far as the railways were con-
cernied, would be the permanent appoint-
ment of a Commissioner whose programme
of management must include full. accep-
tance of responsibility of administration.
Political interference would be muinimised
to the utmost, he said. As a result of
the policy it transpired that railway men,
from the Commissioner downwards, have
sustained a drive for higher efficiency
which has absorbed a substantial amount
of the rising costs.

I give full credit to Mr. Strickland,
when he was Minister for Railways, for
allaying the drift of charges and costs at
the time. He sought to do whatever he
could. As Mr. Willmott said, after the
Government of the day closed some 800
miles of railway lines, the retrenchment of
men did not take place through sackings
but through normal wastage. That same
method Is being continued by the present
Minister.

The reorganization of timetables has
in the past year saved no less than
463,000 train miles, without reducing the
service to customers. Through normal
wastage, like retirements, staff have been
reduced by 487 men since April, 1959, with-
out any retrenchment of manpower. AS
a result of all these efficient measures the
1959-60 operating cost was reduced by
£500,000, despite basic wage and marginal
increases totalling more than £500,000
during that year.

However, the position has now arisen
where the rise in margins and wages, quite
beyond the control of the Railways Depart-
ment, has made it impossible for the
department to stave off higher charges
any longer. We must appreciate that no
increase in charges has been made by the
Railways Department since 1953, when the
33 per cent. increase was imposed. The
general rise in freights has been incor-
porated in revised and simplified schedules
submitted by the Commission to the
Government. These would speed up the
documentary work of the railways staff and

its customers, and reduce the charges in
respect of some commodities. These re-
marks are in line with the speech made by
the Premier, when he was the Leader of
the Opposition, before the last election,
that the system would secure additional
patronage through improved cheaper ser-
vices. A virile campaign has gone on
during the time this Government has been
in office.

It seems quite obvious to me that at
least some members who made contribu-
tions to this amendment do not realise the
situation in respect of freights. I tiljed to
get from Mr. Bennetts whether he knew
what the increase in respect of oil would
be. He said he did not know and did not
care. The fact was that he did not know.
As has been reported in the Press, there
will be no increase on the freight on oil
in respect of the goldmining industry, and
in fact, of the whole State.

The Ron. 0. Bennetts: That is only one
item.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The honour-
able member did not even know that. That
is one cost with which the mnining in-
dustry is mast concerned. The Minister
for Railways and I saw some of the execu-
tives of the Chamber of Mines this morn-
ing. We discussed the question of fuel oil
freights with them. I am completely and
absolutely conscious of the struggle the
mining industry is experiencing at present.
I am anxious to do what I can for the in-
dustry, because I am the Minister for
Mines, and I have more than a general
interest in it. I am anxious to do what I
can to ensure that the mining industry
survives. I have said in this House on more
than one occasion that mineral produc-
tion is very valuable to Western Australia.
But we have to shape up to the things
before us.

If members opposite were prepared in
1953 to sit back and do nothing when the
large increase was imposed-a 33 per cent.
increase on miscellaneous goods was in-
posed-because it was their Government
which was in office, they should be consis-
tent on this occasion when the present
Government proposes to increase the
freight. The problems that faced the
Government supported by members oppo-
site are similar to the problems facing the
present Government.

The Hon. W, F. Willesee: Did they vote
for the increases?

The Mon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I know how
they voted. When the vote was taken,
members now objecting to the proposed
increase voted for the increases of 1953.

The Hon. W. R. Hall: That does not
mean that freights can go on being in-
creased. There must be a limit.

The H-on. A. F. GRIFFITH: Did not the
honourable member's Government find a
limiting factor? The limniting factor was
that it was put out of office. I remember
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last year reading in Hansard a long list of
taxes which had been imposed by the
previous Government.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Your Gov-
ernment doubled them again.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: One member
asked me to read out the list of taxes im-
posed by the McLarty-Watts Government
in 1953, but that list was not as large as
the one relating to the activities of the
previous Government.

The proposed freight increases will range
from 5 per cent. to 20 per cent. These will
be the first increases since 1953, though it
is well known that the railway finances
deteriorated greatly during the period from
1953 to 1959. The Government is accord-
ingly to be commended on its courage and
unanimity of thought in making the de-
cision that it is now obliged to make. The
decision which this Government is now
obliged to make, in point of principle, is
no different from the decision made by the
Government in 1953. The only difference
between the two decisions is that the in -
crease on this occasion is not nearly as
great as that on the previous occasion.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: We would not
mind if the goldnaining industry could get
an increase in the price of gold.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I share the
honourable member's view that an increase
in the price of gold would end many of the
difficulties confronting the goldmining in-
dustry. If it were within my power to do
anything about lifting the price of gold
I would exercise that power willingly. How-
ever, this is a matter for the International
Monetary Exchange over which this Gov-
ernment, or I as an individual, have no
control.

In spite of the proposed increases which
are expected to lift railway revenue by
£1,100,000, the current year's over-all rail-
way loss is expected to be £:4,000,000. Tak-
ing particular examples of the impact of
the proposed rises-some of these figures
have been quoted before-I can say that
on a 150-mile haul the increase on wheat
will be 21d. per bushel, superphosphate
3-2/3rds of a penny per bag. As far as
foodstuffs are concerned, for consignments
of goods carried, say, 150 miles for a lot of
about 3 cwt., the increase per lb. weight
will be in respect of butter and cheese,
1/16th of a penny; breakfast foods 1/24th
of a penny; flour 1/30th of a penny; fruit
and vegetables 1/18th of a penny; groceries
1/30th of a penny; sugar 1/30th of a
penny; wool 1/24th of a penny, and
clothing rates will rise by one farthing for
a suit weighing 5 lb.

How can it be said, therefore, that the
cost now to be added to these items will
influence the cost of living to the average
person in any real substantial manner?
When we again consider the impact

which was made in 1953 with these pro-
Posed increases, the comparison is quite
odious.

For what interest it is worth, it is a fact
that despite the increases, the new
freights will still compare much more
favourably-as has been pointed out by
somne members already-than those per-
taining to other States of Australia. This
will apply more particularly on longer
hauls, as Mr. Willmott has pointed out,
because with the telescopic method of
freighting, the longer the haul, the better
the freight rate is for the person at the
other end.

However, the Government is trying to
maintain a policy of "scale down" charges.
As has been stated already, some of these
charges will be reducci. Again, there was
no reduction in 1953. It was a flat W3
per cent. increase wvhether we liked it or
not. Under the new system, metropolitan
passenger fares wvill be increased by Id. on
routes from Perth to stations within a
radius of Claremont, Bayswater, and
Welshpool: 2d. as far as Fremantle, Gos-
nells and Hellevue; 3d. to Kelmscott; and
4d. to Arinadalle. The most important
reason for the increases proposed is that
the basic wage and marginal rises,
excluding the last basic wage adjust-
ment. have increased the railway costs by
£2,700,000 a year since the 1953 freight
rises; £2,700,000 a Year by which the
State deficit would be increased and there-
fore the lon funds available for public
vital wvorks would be affected.

It has been stated that the State is sub-
ject to the possibility of penalty by the
Grants Commission. I have often heard
Mr. Wise on this subject uphold, as I think
he should, the activities of the Grants
Commission and the way the Grants Com-
mission has over a Period of years gone
out of its way to look after the affairs of
Western Australia. But, for 1957-1958, the
Grants Commission penalised Western
Australia by £600,000 and, I understand,
it is possible that this penalty will be
extended to £1,000,000 if Western Austra-
lia does not do something about equalising
its rail freights in comparison with the
other States. That penalty would be im-
posed on the ground that freights charged
in Western Australia fail to compare in the
aggregate with the other States.

With a view to assisting railway users,
separate minimum charges 'will no longer
apply to different classes of goods in one
consignment. Only one minimum would
be charged. Then the 10 per cent. sur-
charge on goods carried at the Commis-
sioner's risk would be eliminated. That
fact has already been mentioned tonight;
and it is of considerable consequence that
that is to be eliminated.

Under this system some goods will be
carried cheaper despite the general scale
of higher charges. I am not sure, but I
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think Mr. Jones mentioned agricultural
machinery which comes within this Cate-
gory. On this machinery there will be a
reduction of 3. per cent, in the freight
charged. A further concession would be
the removal of surcharges on goads and
parcels despatched by railway road truck
services; namely 12s. 6d. a ton on goods,
and 6d., 9d., or is. on parcels, depending
on size. This will particularly benefit resi-
dents in the areas where the railway lines
have been closed.

Members will realise, therefore, that this
move is not a step in the dark so far as
the finance of the Railway Department is
concerned. it has been as a result of a
study of the over-all system of increasing
railway efficiency; in other words, ration-
alising the service as an aid to the ag-ri-
culturist, and in the interests of decen-
tralisation.

Rates for motor spirits, distillate, and
kerosene have been reduced at a cost to
the Railways Department of £147,000 a
year.

The H-on. H. C. Strickland: What about
diesel fuel?

The H-on. A. F. GRIFFITH: Distillates,
I think, come under that heading. All
power fuel and tanker fuels are included
in that list. As I continue with my speech,
I will give members the various bases
upon which the system is worked, whether
the trucks be owned by the Railway D--
partment or private industry.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: There is quite
a difference between distillate and diesel
fuel.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: I under-
stand that all power fuels are to be in-
cluded; but there may be some techni-
cality concerning it about which I am not
certain, and I would therefore not like
to assert something which may not he
correct.

The vital developmental role of Super-
Phosphate has also been recognised, and
superphosphate and manure rates will rise
only by 10 per cent. of the 20 per cent.
increase applying to this class of freight.
Australian timber used locally has been
given a rebate so that its freight charge
will rise by only 31 per cent. instead of
15 per cent.

In view of the practical application,
therefore, of the proposed increases, mem-
bers will readily realise the unanimity in
the purpose of the coalition Government
in taking this step. As Mr. Loton pointed
out to us-and I have partly covered this
ground-he moved his amendment in 11153
on entirely different lines. I forget the
exact words used, but I think he said that
It wvas more a matter of expressing con-
cern at proposals to drastically increase
railway freights in a manner calculated
to increase greatly the cost of living, par-
ticularly in country areas.

It can easily be seen, I think, when go-
ing further into the subject, that the in-
creases in freights which the Govern meat,
of which I am a member, is proposing, will
not in any way have nearly as great an
impnact as those which were previously
imposed by the Labor Government; and in
imposing these increases, due consideration
has been given to many factors affecting
numerous industries in an endeavour to
give relief where relief is warranted. AL
the same time 'we have taken steps to try
to reduce the costs of the Railways Depart-
ment.

The only other point I want to make
is that the increases that were made by
the Government in 1053 followed an in-
crease in the number of railway employees
and that margins brought about by
amendments to awards, which all added
to the cost at the time. As the late Gilbert
Fraser told us in Vol. 134 of Mansard-
and he went to great pains to do so-there
was no necessity or reason to increase the
33, per cent. impost at that time.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: Yes, but
that is not the reason you gave.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am trying
to tell the members-although it is diffi-
cult sometimes to be understood-that the
Government is not raising these freights
for the mere sake of doing so. It is rai-
Ing them beca-use of the financial state of
affairs of the Railways Department at
present. Surely it is not asking too much
for an increase ef £1,100,000 when we know
what the loss is going to be! Mfter all,
in 1953 the impost brought £2,000,000
more in railway revenue freights to the
Railways Department. We are asking this
time, in comparison, £1,100,000.

The Hon, F. R. H. Lavery: On top of
that £2,000,000.

The H-on. A. P. GRIFFITH: All taxes are
on top of other taxes, and nobody makes
any excuse about that; least of all the pre-
vious Government. In 1953, freight rises
provided for 32s. 4d. per ton on farm
machinery over a 300-mile haul. Addi-
tional items on the gold fields at that time
were increases in coal freight by 35 per
cent.; diesel fuel, 30 per cent. distillate,
30 per cent.; motor spirit. 20 per cent.; and
kerosene, 30 per cent., these products being
transported in private tankers. Despite
those increases, we did not hear any cry
then from the members who have comn-
plained tonight, about what is going
to happen to the goldmining industry.
Not a word! But because the Government
has changed and because some of the
members of the Opposition have to go
back to the goldfields in the weekend, they
want to be able to say "We told the
Government what we thought of it in re-
gard to the freight increases'; and they
hope that the public mind is so shallow
that they will remember so little that they
will not recall the corresponding increases
made in 1953.
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The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Will you
quote Mr. Cunningham's views expressed
in 1953?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Mr. Cun-
ningham will get abused at every possible
chance. He will-

Point o1 Order
The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I would

ask that the Minister withdraw the asser-
tion that I have abused Mr. Cunningham.

The PRESIDENT: The Minister.
The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: I withdraw

any assertion which the honourable mem-
ber may have thought I was making. I
did not say he had abused Mar. Cunning-
ham.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: You were
directing your remarks to me.

The Hon, A. F. GRIFFPITH: I said-and
I repeat it-that Mr. Cunningham will be
abused at every opportunity that is pos-
sible over his stand on this matter.

The H-on. F. Rt. H. Lavery: As you have
abused another member for the Subur-
ban Province for the last few years.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: If Mr.
Strickland thought I meant that he
was abusing Mr. Cunningham, I apologise
because I did not mean it that way.

The lion. H. C. Strickland: Well, don't
look at me.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFITH: I just can-
not help looking at the honourable mem-
ber, because I find I obtain inlspiration
from doing so. But we do know the
inevitable position in which Mr. Cunning-
ham is placed on occasions such as this:,
but I have no doubt about his political
courage-none whatever.

Debate resumed

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: The present
proposals provide that there will be no
increases in furnace fuel or oil freights
and that there will be no increase in coal
freight; and there will also be no increase
in the freight on pyrites until after
December, 1980.

1 think this might be an appropriate
time for me to say that Mr. Court and I
-as I mentioned a few moments ago-
saw representatives of the Chamber of
Mines this morning.

The Hon. W. R. Hall: They are evident-
ly worried.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Oh.' not
The Hon. L. A. Logan: That is an un-

derstatement.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Oh, no:

not really!
The Hon, H. C. Strickland: Pressure has

been brought to bear.
The PRESIDENT: The Minister is an-

swering an interjection; I wish he would
not do it.

The I-on. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Leader
of the Opposition asserts that pressure has
been brought to bear; of course, nothing
could be further from the truth, because
whilst it is true to say that the Minister
for Railways and I saw the Chamber of
Mines representatives today, it is also true
to say that the fact that there would be
no increased charges on fuel oil appeared
in the Press some days ago, before the
representatives of the Chamber of Mines
came to Perth. No pressure was brought
to bear.

The representatives of the Chamber of
Mines pointed out, in the same way as
members from Kalgoorlie have done here

and the same as Mr. Heenan did last
nigh t-what the impact would mean to
the goidmining industry if these increased
freight rates were imposed. We pointed
out to them that it had been said in the
Legislative Assembly, as a result of ques-
tions being put to the Minister for Rail-
ways, that there would be no increase in
freights on oil and coal. When one mem-
ber of the Chamber of Mines pointed out
the difficulties in respect to pyrites from
Norseman-and I1 know of the difficulties
because arrangements were made both by
this Government and by the previous Gov-
erment to give a, dispensation on freights
on pyrites because of the effect imported
brimstone was having on the mining indus-
try in respect of pyrites--it was agreed
that the status quo would remain until the
end of December, 1960, when it Is antici-
pated that the Tariff Board will make
known its findings regarding mineral
pyrites. That will mean somcthing in Vhc
vicinity of £8,000 or £9,000 a year to the
company at the present time.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: They will ap-
preciate that.

The Hon. A. P. GRIF PITH: I amn glad
the honourable member appreciates some-
thing. In 1953. miscellaneous freights in-
creased by 35 per cent., and the increases
proposed today are 20 per cent. On live-
stock the increase was 25 per cent in 1953,
but under this proposal it is an increase
of 121 per cent. In fact, the whole of the
costs structure has been carefully con-
sidered; and, during the period of 16
months that the Government has been in
office it has tried to bring about adjust-
ments to railway freights to bring them
into line in a more commonsense manner.

in order to try to demonstrate where
savings could be achieved-and they have
been achieved-the Government set about
effecting economies before making a final
decision as to equitable freight and fare
changes.

The Hon. R. P. Hutchison: Yes, and
sacking men and taking the bread out of
the workers' mouths.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That remark
is just as irresponsible as the person who
made it-sacking men and taking the bread
out of the mouths of workers! I will not
make any other comment on it!
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The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: That is The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do. I re-
exactly what is happening.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is just too
ridiculous to make any other comment. I
shall not go over the comparison with the
other States, because Mr. Willmott did
that for me. Suffice it to say that of all
the States, Western Australia still main-
tains the lowest freight figure.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: So it should.
The Hon. F. D. Willmott: Apparently

because of the money obtained from the
Grants Commission. Is that Your reason?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: As I said
earlier, Mr. Willesee raised the question of
diesel fuel. I have just been passed a note
which reassures me upon the Point that all
petroleum products come within the range
of liquid fuel; and in that case diesel fuel
will be treated in the way I mentioned a
little while ago.

I remember the increases in 1953, and
on reference to Mansard I found I had
something to say about it, as I did on a
number of occasions when taxes were in-
creased by the previous Government. At
that time I said I did not envy the Gov-
ernment its task; and I said that I did not
envy the tasks of those members, particu-
larly members who represented the gold-
mining areas, when they had to go back
to their electorates and tell the people
that a further impost was to be made on
the goldmining industry-an overall in-
crease in costs of 33 per cent.

I can imagine the difficulty industry
must have encountered at that time.
In the last 16 months I have been in the
fortunate Position of being able to find
out a good deal more about the gold-
mining industry, and minerals generally.
I can well appreciate the difficulty that
the industry has in carrying on. But the
representatives of the Chamber of Mines
told us this morning that the matters
about wvhich they were most concerned
were fuel oil and coal. When we were
able to inform them, and confirm what
had been said in the Legislative Assembly,
and in the Press-without pressure, as Mr.
Strickland suggested-they were pleased to
hear it, and they expressed the opinion
that they thought the Government had
given close consideration to the whole pro-
blem: and they were glad of the considera-
tion the Government had shown in respect
of these matters, not only for the gold-
mining industry, but also for the whole of
the country areas and the users of
petroleum products.

It is a great Pity that Mr. Heenan found
himself in the Position where he was
obliged to move a motion of this descrip-
tion.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: You want to
remember that there are interests on the
goldfields other than those represented by
the Chamber of Mines.

call only too well that the goldmining
industry is not the only one which supports
Kalgoorlie-

The Ron. E. M. Heenan: There are the
prospectors.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: -or other
goldmining areas. I am conscious of the
part that prospectors play. The story told
by Mr. Bennetts tonight, about the interest
that has been created in Coolgardie by
Mr. Jock Walls, is perfectly true: but he
was not generous enough to say that the
Government had also played its part in
giving some encouragement.

The H-on. G. Hennetts: I realise that.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It was no

hardship for me to authorise that little
bit of encouragement. I wish them every
success. I told the people of Kalgoorlie,
when I attended the School of Mines ball,
that I hoped I would be asked to come
back there again before very long to give
some prospector a cheque, as we promised.
for being the first to find 50 ozs. of fine
gold. The sooner I can do that the better
I will be pleased.

The Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: Hear,
hear!

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: As regards
Mr. Heenan's interjection, I shall not
weary the House by going through the
whole schedule; but if the honourable
member will be good enough to take the
advantage of having a look at it, he will
find that many items have been reclassi-
fied and, as a result of this reclassification.
they will be carried at a cheaper rate than
they are being carried at present. I refer
to things such as cement baths, bends.
brackets, cables, dyes, essences, and fit-
tings: there are dozens of them all listed
here-materials used in the building indus-
try and in the mining industry, which will
now be subjected to a different classifica-
tion, and the rate will show a considerable
deduction.

I am sure the honourable member who
moved tils motion did not appreciate the
situation prevailing; perhaps he would not
be in a position to know the final decisions
that the Government will make in respect
of these increases, because the schedule
might not have come under his notice.
Perhaps those members from the Gold-
fields who supported him may have been
in the same position. Let us take a leaf
out of the book of the late Hon. Gilbert
Fraser when he suggested that Mr. Loton
-who had moved an amendment to the
Address-in-Reply in 1953 because of the
Goverrnment's necessity to increase railway
freights-should withdraw his motion, and
that we should not present to His Excel-
lency an expression of loyalty which had
been amended without reason. I say we
could well adopt the same attitude today.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: But you
didn't.
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The Hon. A. F. GRIFT~rH: No, we did
not.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: The circum-
stances were entirely different.

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: I have en-
deavoured to give an explanation of the
Government's action in this matter-not to
make excuses, far from it, but to justify
the situation and to explain why, in the
interests of the Railways Department and
because of the penalty the State might
suffer as a result of action by the Grants
Commission, it is necessary to increase
freights. I have heard that reference to
the Grants Commission so many times in
this House-that in order to equal the
other States and bring ourselves into line
it is necessary for us to take certain
action which will Impose certain taxes
upon the people. With that in mind I
think it would not be a bad idea if we
were to adopt the attitude adopted by the
late Hon. Gilbert Fraser; and I say to Mr.
Heenan, in all sincerity, that I have en-
deavoured to give an explanation as to
why these increases are necessary. I think
he should accept that explanation and
withdraw his motion. I oppose the adden-
dum he has moved to the Address-in-
Reply.

THE 11ON. H. C. STRICKLAND (North
-on amendment) [8.44]: 1 have listened
to one of the most amazing propositions
that the Minister has ever put forward,
particularly after his very long fight in
support of a similar motion in 1953. He
scraped up all the election propaganda,
from here and there and read it in this
H-ouse, condemning what the Leader of the
Labor Party had said in January 1953, and
using that as a reason why he should
support Mr. Loton's motion. In fact his
very first words were that Mr. Loton was
far too lenient. The Minister said then
that Mr. Loton should have used the words
"deprecated the action of the Government
in increasing railway fares."

It is rather amusing that the positions
have changed in this House; and it is
quite coincidental that the Minister in
charge of the House should ask the mover
of the motion to withdraw it after himself
putting up an argument in favour of a
similar motion in 1953. The Minister did
not have much to say about that motion
in 1953; but it is pertinent to quote exactly
what Mr. Griffith did say on the 29th
September, 1953, at page 810 of Hansard,
Vol. 1. I quote it because it is pertinent
to the motion he is now opposing. When
he was in Opposition he said-

I repeat once more for Mr. Lavery's
sake that it is not a question of
whether a Government finds it neces-
sary to increase a charge in any par-
ticular section of its administration,
but it is a question of going to the
people and leaving no reasonable doubt

in their minds that if the Government
is returned to power it will not do
these things.

That is what the present Minister for
Mines said seven years ago.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That was after
your leader said he would not increase rail
f reights.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: That is
very pertinent to the amendment which he
is now opposing. We are proposing the
amendment on the very grounds which he
cited as his reason for supporting the
amendment in 1953. But there is a differ-
ence; a vast difference, between going to
the People and saying one will do things
and then not doing them. The Minister
and others in this House have quoted Mr.
Hawke-who was Leader of the Opposition
and Leader of the Labor Party in the 1953
election campaign-as saying that he
would endeavour to hold railway charges
and fares at the existing level. That was
the unldertaki~ng he gave the people.

The Hion. A. V. Griffith: Hie also said
he would decrease passenger fares in the
metropolitan area.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I would
not deny that, because if the whole of the
passenger fares were free they would have
such a small impact on the railway fin-
ances generally as not to matter very much.
However, that is the undertaking that the
Minister and Mr. Jones quoted earlier.

But that is totally different from the
undertaking the present Premier gave in
his Liberal Party's policy speech prior tor
the 1959 election. Mr. Brand's promise in
tho~,e days was not to undertake to en-
deavour to keep charges down, which is
what Mr. Hawke undertook to do-to en-
deavour to keep charges down. Mr. Brand
said, 'We will secure additional patronage
through improved cheaper services." That
surely means, not unreasonably, that he
intended to reduce freights and fares. He
Intended to~ encourage patronage. What
else could it mean? All the hard-headed
business mien sitting on the Government
side can do nothing but agree with that
contention.

There is 11 vast difference in what the
Minister has said on this occasion, and
what he said on this side of the House
when he protested vigorously and for a
very long time when he spoke on an
amendment framed in the very same terms
-or in the identical sense of the terms--
as those contained in the motion he is
opposing today. We have heard Mr. Jones
attempting to justify what the Leader of
the Country Party said in his policy speech
somewhere in the South-West. It is taken
as the only printed word of the Country
Party. I have never ever seen a policy
issued by the Country Party prior to the
last election, in the same manner as one
is set out by the Liberal Party or the
Labor Party.
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But we must take for granted the policy
which the Press publishes, when those to
whom it is attributed do not deny its
validity. What else can the public believe
if this is not denied? Accordingly we base
our objections on the very same grounds
on which Mr. Griffith based his in 1953;
but ours have substance, which was sadly
lacking in the arguments adduced by Mr.
Griffith.

The Hon. A. F Griffith: It must have
been substance-plus in 1953.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I inter-
jected on more than one occasion whilst
the Minister was speaking-, and asked him
what his remarks had to do with the
justifying the increasing of freights and
fares to the extent of £1,100,000. Much
more than £1,000,000 -will fall on those
living outside of the 50-mile radius of the
metropolitan area; and perhaps also out-
side the 50-mile radius of Geraldton and
similar places.

So we find this Government, which,' a
little more than 12 months ago, when in
opposition, undertook to cheapen freights
and fares, has nowi decided, supported by
their partners, the Country Porty, who
said they would not stand for any increase
in freights and fares, to extract £1,250,000
from the country people.

The Hon. J. M. A. Cunninghamn: It took
you six months to do it.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: It might
have taken us six months, but I will pur-
sue that angle a little later, when I will
tell the honourable member something
about the 1953 increases. I want to fol-
low uip what the Minister had to say be-
cause he sa-id so many confusing and con-
tradictory things when compared with
what his Leader, the Premier, had to say
in connection with these freights.

For instance we read in The West Aus-
tralian of the 9th August, an announce-
ment by the Premier as to what the freights
and fares increases will be, and to which
items they will apply. While five minutes
ago the Minister told us that the freight
on coal would not be increased, yesterday
week the Premier in his detailed statement
to the public, under miscellaneous items
said there would be a 20 per cent. increase
on coal, firewood, and many other things
listed as being due for this 20 per cent.
increase. Whom are we to believe?

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: This time you
want to believe The West Australian.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I am not
talking about The West Australian but
about the Premier's statement contained
in it.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: You are talk-
ing about the Press report.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I am
talking about the statement handed to
The West Australian for publication,

The I-on. L. A. Logan: Have you a copy
of the statement handed to The West
Austrain?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAkND: That
would be dealt with by the Government's
publicity officer.

The Hon. F. J, S. Wise: Is the Minister
saying that The West Australian intro-
duced fictitious figures.

The Ron. L. A. Logan: No, I asked him
whether he had a copy of the statement.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: One
other item about which I pressed the Mini-
ister was diesel fuel oil. He says there is
to be no extra charge on diesel fuel oil;
yet we find that diesel fuel oil is among
those things in the "C" class which Pre-
mier Brand says will go up 71~ per cent.
I would like to deal with those two com-
modities for a moment--that is the 20 per
cent. increase on coal and the 74 per cent.
increase on diesel fuel oil.

Coal is one of the items which gives
quite a handsome return in haulage to
the railways. We find that the amount
received for the haulage of local coal by
the railways in 1955 wjas £1,045.000. If wve
add 20 per cent, to that we will find the
difference which the consumers will have
to pay by way of freight. We know that
the revenue fromn diesel fuel oil is £,286,000,
and it is not difficult to estimate what 14
per cent, will provide as an increase.

The Hon. A. R, Jones: You will find it
is not 74 per cent.

The Hon. H. C. STICKLAND: Then
the Premier's statement is incorrect.

The I-on. A. R. Jones: The newspaper
has not reported it correctly.

The I-on. H. C. STRICKLAND:, If that
is so then I do not know what Mr. Mit-
chell is doing in relation to the Govern-
ment publicity, liaison, and so on. The
same applies here as applies to Mr. Watts's
statement.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: What you are
told here is correct, not what you hear
outside.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The
Minister can get up and tell us his little
story when I sit down; because he was
very concerned about the tomato growers
in Geraldton in 1953, when he assumed the
industry would have to pay an additional
£;75 in freight. I do not know whether the
Minister has gone into these figures, but
surely be will be able to tell us what this
1960 increase will mean to the tomato
growers.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: About 3d. a case.
The H-on. H. C. STRICKLAND: It is

rather interesting to comment on Mr. Will-
mott's comparisons and observations in
connection with justifying the actions of
the committee which we now learn
approved, or proposed, or formulated these
increased charges. He mentioned some
freight rates which operate In Western
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Australia and compared them with the
Eastern States. lie mentioned the miscel-
laneous freight rate because it was so low
cmpared with the miscellaneous freight
rates in the Eastern States, and he said
that had influenced the committee to take
a certain stand.

The Hon. F. D. Willmott; I did not say
that.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: That is
the impression I gained.

The Hon. F. D. Willmnott: You gained
quite the wrong impression. I said I had
not used the miscellaneous freight rtite for
a comparison here, because in other States
the miscellaneous freight rates included
grains and fertilizer, and it could be mis-
leading.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I will
fill in what the honourable member failed
to supply. He was 4.-. - e. by tie f-act
that the miscellaneous freight rate in this
State was lower than that in other States.
However, he omitted to compare the West-
ern Australian miscellaneous freight rate,
for manures and grains with those apply-
ing in the other States. In a normal year,
grains and manure produce about 25 per
cent, of the Government's revenue on the
railways-some £2,500,000. That will give
members sonic idea of what this might
mean. The miscellaneous freight rate on
manures and grains will be increaaad by
is. rd. or 20 per cent. So, on a normal year
we are going to take another £500,000 from
those who use the railways to transport
grains and super.

The rates in Western Australia, over a
100 mile haul-as mentioned by Mr. Will-
mott-were, prior to this increase, 33s. 5d.
In South Australia the freight on that
haul for manure is l5s. 6d.; in Victoria,
20s. 8d.; New South Wales, 31s.; and
Queensland, 21s. The Queensland rate
went up to S.is. on the 1st August, 1956.
Whereas the rate here for grains is now
33s. 5d.. it will be 40s. on the 1st. September.
1960.

The Han. L. A. Logan: What year are
you quoting for the other States?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Grain
over the Commonwealth line is 18s. 6d.;
South Australia, 31s.; Victoria, 38s.; New
South Wales, 46s.; and Queensland, 46s.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: What year do
those figures apply to?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKCLAND: They
apply to the rates.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: What year?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: They
apply to the present rates. The figures
are comparable with those which were
used by Mr. Willmott, as T checked them
when he was speaking. With a 300 mle
haul, before this increase, wheat was car-
ried at 54s. 7Id. in Western &ku'trilia; on
the Commonwealth lines it is earrind for

333, 9d.; South Australia, 42s. 3d.; Vic-
toria, 58s.; New South Wales, 8Ts.-this is
very high-and Queensland 938.

The H-on. W. F. Willmott: In South Aus-
tralia they receive a subsidy from the
Treasury.

The Hion. H-. C. STRICKLAND: Prior to
the increase, manure in Western Australia
on a, 300 mile haul was 54s. 7d., but this
will go up to approximately 61s. on the 1st
September, 1960. On the Commonwealth
line it is carried for 33s. 9d.; South Aus-
tralia, 28s. 3d.; Victoria, 40s. 10d.; New
South Wales, 45s.; and Queensland, 66is.
With the e xc ep tio0n of Queensland,
manures are carried at a much lower rate
than here. I think those figures will be
most interesting to the farming com-
munity because, as I have pointed out,
these two items alone, in a normal season,
represent 25 per cent. of the railway
freight revenue.

It is the farming community which is
going to pay the greatest amount; and
those who live in country towns are going
to pay the balance, because the increase
will apply to foodstuffs, building materials
and most items used in everyday living.
I was interested when Mr. Jones and the
Minister tried to impress upon us that
there had been some reductions. We find
that they may be a sprat to catch a
mackerel so far as the farming community
is concerned-the wheatgrower anyway.
Great emphasis has been placed on the
fact that there is to be a 3 per cent. re-
duction on agricultural machinery.

Agricultural machinery returned to the
railways £103,000 out of £-10,000,000 in
1953-54. I daresay there are no more
machines being railed today than in those
days. Therefore, 3 per cent. on £103,000
means that the farmers are going to get
a reduction of £3,000. but they are going
to pay £50,000 or more on the other two
items I have mentioned-super and wheat.
So, I feel there is no argument in comn-
paring the freight rates as between the
States, because they have always been
higher.

Much has been said by speakers sup-
Porting the Government's attitude towards
increased freights and fares, and nothing
except the question which I have just
answered has been put up in support of
the increases. All the rest of the attack
has been criticising what happened in
1953, and what the members representing
Kalgoorlie had to say about the increases
when the previous Government was in
office.

The Hon. A. L. Loton: What they
didn't have to say!

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Some
had nothing to say; but that is something
which can be dealt with in reverse. Mr.
Loton justified his change of face by say-
ing that Oppositions change and it is right
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for the Opposition to oppose anything the
Government Puts up. That is about the
substance of his contribution.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: The same as your
contribution.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Whether
the country people accept that sort of
thing, I do not know; but I was satisfied,
after I went into one country district in
connection with closed railway lines, that
they do not read as much of the Press as
they should in connection with these
matters.

I now come back to the history
of the finances of the railways. One can
read any annual report. The one I have
here is dated the 30th June, 1959, and it
is the latest available in the House. I
refer members to Appendix No. 7, which
I have quoted on more than one occasion.
They will find that the finances of the
railways tell their own story. The reason
for the railways being in this position in
recent years is due to the action of coali-
tion Governments.

It is a fact that until 1947, when the
Wise Government was defeated and the
MeLarty-Watts coalition took office, the
revenue for th railways always exceeded
operating expenses. But from 1947, and
beginning in that year, the rot began.
During the six years in which the MeLarty-
Watts Government was in office, the rail-
ways system collapsed. Members who
were in this House at the time will remem-
ber the disastrous railway strike which was
prolonged by the then Government in a
penny-wise pound-foolish mulish attitude.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: That was the
only time the railways made a profit.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: If the
honourable member takes the trouble to
find out he will discover that the MoLarty-
Watts Government left a deficit of operat-
ing expenses over revenue of £4,115,073 in
that year.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: I am talking
about while the strike was on.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: How
could the railways make a profit when
they were earning nothing and yet they
were paying 13,000 employees? That was
the thinking of the McLarty-Watts Gov-
ernment-the thinking of hardheaded
businessmen. We know their attitude was,
"We will bend these fellows-let them
strike." That Government would save a
few pounds in margins, but would finish
up with operating expenses exceeding
revenue by £4,115,073. That is what the
Hawke Government inherited in 1953-
a cash deficit; not interest and sinking
fund, but a cash deficit of £4,000,000-odd.

Is it any wonder that the Hawke Gov-
ernment had to increase freights? There
is not the slightest doubt about it. Not
only did the McLarty-Watts Government
leave that cash deficit, but it left overseas

debts amounting to £6,000,000 for loco-
motives, both diesel and steam. This
happened because they gave a three-man
commission an open cheque, and said,
"Help yourselves," and one of them did.

The Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: What
about the relaying of the lines?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The rails
had not begun to flow to Western Aus-
tralia until 1953 and 1954.

The Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: They
were stored when you took over.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND:. in 1954
I saw thousands of tons of steel stored on
the lines at Port Kembla. There was no
shipping to move it away. The railways had
to pay for the lines at grass-not delivered
here, but at the B.H.P. works at Port
Keinbia. That is the story of the financial
position of the railways. The MeLarty-
Watts Government drifted further and fur-
ther into a deficit which was turned back
in the years following 1953 from an operat-
ing cash deficit of £4,115,073 to below
£2,000,000 in 1956. It still continues to be
reduced; and, as the honourable member
told us, this year it may be below
£1,000,000. That is very good indeed.

It would be a tribute to) the over-all
efficiency which was brought about-and
continued, I hope-by the Hawke Govern-
ment when Parliament agreed to start
cutting away the deadwood from the rail-
ways and put them in a sound financial
position.

When we look at the financial state-
ment-which cannot be denied-we find
that the Hawke Government had nothing
to be ashamned of at all. Referring to
the increases in freights, the Minister
has repeatedly condemned the previous
Government for having imposed the 33h per
cent. all-round increase on freights in
1953; and Mr. Jones, I remember, had quite
a lot to say about it on Mr. Loton's motion.
He said that while he agreed that the
freights were due for some increase, he
thought it was rather a savage one; and
other speakers, of course, have harped on
that 334 per cent.

Let us have a look at the performance
of different Governments over the past 25
years. I can say without fear of contradic-
tion that in respect to the main revenue
earning items of the railways, the Labor
Governments have increased freights only
once in 25 years, and that was in 1953. The
prices I am about to submit were charged
on the average haul over the system. The
charge per ton in 1935 on superphosphate,
over 150 miles, was 5s. 2d., and it was
5s. 2d. in 1947 when the Hon. Frank Wise
was defeated. The following- year the
Mcbarty-Watts Government increased it to
6s. 5d.-that was 1948. In 1949 the
MeLarty-Watts Government nearly
doubled it by increasing it to 13s. 3d. In
1951 the same Government increased it to
28s ld., making a total increase during
its six years of office of 488 per cent.
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The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Laugh that one
off!

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Mr.
Bennetts said that the Liberal-Country
Party Government had increased freights
400 per cent., and the Minister told him
he was telling lies. I wanted to quote those
figures which are indisputable. They are
on the railway files for anybody to see.
The McLarty-Watts Government increased
the freight on superphosphate by 488 per
cent, while it was in office. The Hawke
Government followed in 1953, and in six
years it made one increase, increasing the
freight on superphosphate by 35 per cent.
from 28s. lid, to 39s.

For wheat on an average haul of 142
miles, the freight in 1935 was 12s 4d. a
ton. In 1947 it was still 12s. 4d. a ton; in
1948 it was 15s. 5d.; in 1949, 22s. 4d .; in
1951, 28s. 3d. So the IvcLsrty-Watts
Government, during its term in office, in-
creased freight on wheat by 133 per cent.
while the Hawke Government increased i
by 33A per cent. in 1953.

Coarse grains-barley, and so on: In
1935 the freight charge was 14s. 5d. a ton.
In 1947 it was still 14s. 5d.; in 1948 it was
18s.: in 1949, 19s. 4d.; in 1951, 26s.-an
increase by the McLarty-Watts Govern-
ment of 85 per cent. These are round
figures, but they are near enough.

Chaff and hay; 174 miles average haul
-in 1935. 16s. 9d. a ton. In 1947 it was
still l6s. Sd. a ton: 1948, 20s. Id.: 1949,
23s. 9d.: 1951, 5is-an increase of 200 per
cn. by the Liberal - Country Partyv Gov-
ernment between 1948 and 1951. The
Hawke Government added 334 per cent, in
1953.

I cannot emphasise too often that in
25 years the Labor Government increased
the freights once, and once only. Other
items I quote as follows;-

Timber: 174 miles average haul-in 1935.
the freight was 23s. id. In 1947 it was
still 23s. id.; in 1948, 27s. 9d.; 1949, 31s. 9d.;
1951, 51s.-an. increase of about 107 per
cent. The 334 per cent, was added in 1953
by the Hawke Government.

Fruit- something which interests Mr.
Willmott. In 1935 the charge was 21s. lod.
for an average haul of 159 miles. In 1947
it was still 21s. 10d.; 1948, 26s. 6d.; 1949.
30s. 7Id.; 1951, 49s. Sd-an increase of 122
per cent.

Livestock was increased from £4 l0s. 6d.
for single wagons. The charge for sheep
was £4 los. 6d. and a similar charge was
made for cattle. These charges applied in
1935 and remained unchanged until 1948,
when the coalition Government raised
them to £5 10s. lid, in each case, and
again, in 1949, to £5 19s. 2d. In each case.
In 1951 the charge for sheep was increased
to £8 17s, id. and cattle to £7 17s. 5d. We
therefore find there was roughly 100 per
cent. increase during the McLarty-Watts
Government's regime.

ores and minerals rose, over the same
period, from 16s. 2d. to 33s. id., which is
roughly 100 per cent. In 1935 coal, over
the same average haul, was 13s. 3d.; and
this was increased over the period to
28s. lid., an increase of approximately 115
per cent.

I therefore think that when members
complain and draw attention to the fact
that the Hawke Government increased
freights in 1953 by 33A per cent., they fail
to realise it was the only occasion on
which the Labor Government increased
the freights on those commodities in 25
years.

The Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham; The
railways were in a mess.

The H-on. H. C. STRICKLAND: No; in
1946 they were solvent. The honourable
member must have been asleep when I
was reading out the previous figures, In
1947 we saw the first deficit on the operat-
ing side. So the honourable member can-
not get away with that one.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith; The war years
were the only years that the Railways De-
partment ever made a profit.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is not so.
The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: That is

not right. The Railways Department made
its highest profit-of £1,000,000--away back
in 1925. These accounts are available to
any honourable member.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith; If I am wrong,
I am sorry.

The Hon. R. C. Mattiske: What about
interest charges?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The
Mctarty-Watts Government enjoyed a re-
duction in interest charges. In 1925 when
there was a £1,004,424 surplus of earnings
over operating expenses, the interest was
£813,849.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: A difference of
£2,000,000 today.

The H-on. H. C. STRICKLAND: Quite
different. It was unfortunate that the
MeLarty-Watts Government bequeathed to
us so much debt from rolling stock,
changes in couplers, locos, and other
things--terrific expense. That was a legacy
of the Liberal-Country Party Goverrnent.
Nobody can deny the figures given in those
accounts; they are printed from year to
year and audited. The honourable mem-
ber can get up and dispute them and tell
us what he thinks of them.

The Hon. .1. M. A. Cunningham: I am
merely interested in finding out about these
things,

The H-on. H. C. STRICKLAND: The
Minister referred to this matter, and
Mr. Willmott also drew attention to it. I
do not know what it has to do with the
amendment to say that the railways had
reduced staff during my term as Minister.
That is quite so; I do not deny it. I ex-
plained to the House when the question
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was raised-and I remember Mr. Logan
raising forcibly the question of unemploy-
ment and the number that would be dis-
placed-that the natural wastage would
overtake the position. We were referring, of
course, to the 835 miles, I think it was, of
railways which Parliament agreed should
no longer be operated. That was the
question we were speaking on. As I then
explained, the turnover in the greatest
section of labour employed on those lines
was in the permanent-way gang, and the
natural turnover in any year throughout
the system is something like 80 per cent.
One only has to work that out to see that
the employee position very quickly over-
took itself.

However, this Govcrnment is following a
different line altogether from that. This
Government has not closed any lines. or
railways; as a matter of fact, it has re-
opened some. But the Government is re-
ducing staff and it is reducing staff in a
different manner; that is, by adhering to
a policy of attrition and not replacing
them. These staff reductions are not
due to work not being available, or
economy of work. There has been a con-
siderable reduction in the Midland Junc-
tion Workshops, and that is not due to
the workshops being closed by the authority
of Parliament; it is due to the fact that
the Government intends to pay more to
have its rolling stock and its motive power
for operating the railways by turning con-
struction over to private enterprise.

The PRESIDENT: I would like to draw
the honourable member's attention to the
fact that those aspects will be dealt with
in the Address-in-Reply. Members have
already been allowed wide latitude in these
discussions.

The Hlon. H. C. STRICKLAIND: I ap-
preciate that the matter concerning the
workshops may not have a, direct bearing
on the motion; but I thought I would be
allowed to reply to the charges levelled at
mue. I thought I was entitled to reply
that there are two methods of reducing
staff: One is because of circumstances.
and the other is because of a deliberate
Gpvernraent. policy.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I think we
commended you for it.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The
Minister told us that the freight on coal
was not to be increased; but the Premier
said it was to go up by 25 per cent.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Where does that
statement of the Premier's appear?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: At page
8 of The West Australian of yesterday
week, where it states that miscellaneous
is to go tip by 20 per cent.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: That is only the
schedule.

The I-on. H. C. STRICKLAND: If the
Premier issues a, statement to the Press,
surely the People are entitled to believe

that he is telling them the facts; and it
is now ten days since this appeared in the
Paper, but I have not read wvhere the Pre-
mier or anybody else has denied it. I
read in this morning's paper that the
Chairman of the Collie Fields Road Board
(Mr. Coote) was protesting about the in-
crease in coal freights; and I remember
reading in The lWest Australian an iden-
tical protest by somebody else. In con-
nection witn the price of coal, we find the
Government is very active-and I con-
gratulate it on this activity-in trying to
bring industry to this State, but it is mak-
ing the charges heavier for industry. We
cannot have it both ways.

When the Government asks loc al1
authorities in outlying districts to endeat-
your to have industries started in their
areas-this would help to decentralise in-
dustry to some extent-the local authori-
ties have to tell the industries that they
will have to pay additional freights. It
does not balance out.

There are many things in connection
with this Governmnent that the public and
Parliament should know. Surely we are
entitled to know what the Government's
policy is! Does the Government really
mean to proceed with decentralisation
and, at the same time, penalise industries
that go to the outer areas? Is something
in the nature of publicity being given to
the ideals of the Government, or is there
something in the nature of pure propa-
ganda? I think the public, and Parlia-
ment in particular, are entitled to be told
something in connection with the matter.

The Premier in the Press-and the Min-
ister in his speech-plays down the matter
of increased costs by referring, in a ridicu-
lous manner, to the fact that the increased
costs would amount to one farthing on a
suit weighing 5 lb. In the first place, who
charges farthings? To play things down
in that manner just does not make sense.

But these increases all add on to thie
cost of living, and they will bring about
an increase of the basic wage. There-
fore we will have the same old story of
the basic wage chasing costs again. Then
we will find that the Government will say
that as wages have gone up again, it will
have to increase costs.

As I said earlier in the session, the con-
trol of the inflationary spiral that the
farmers, in particular, are so, worried
about, is in the hands of the Government
if it desires to legislate for this purpose.
or to use the power that it has.

THlE HON. J. MW. THOMSON (South-
on amendment) [9.35): I was sorry that
the Minister did not give all the informa-
tion relating to savings when he started
to speak. I wish to refeor to some that he
did not put forward. We have heard
what the increased railway freights will
mean. We must also bear in mind the
various items in the reclassification.
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The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I tried to tell
the Leader of the Opposition that there
would be no increase in oil or coal, but he
would not believe me.

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: I wish to
refer to that matter. The opportunity has
been taken to reclassify first-class rates on
grocery and hardware items which pre-
viously were charged at the higher second-
class rates.

In this connection I shall refer to Kal-
goorlie, because from time to time
throughout the debate we have heard of
what the effect of these increases will
be on Kalgoorlie. But this effect will also
be applicable to such places as Geraldton.
Albany, Bunbury, Southern Cross, and
other towns according to the mileage rate
charged. The saving, because of the re-
classification of these goods, will amount
to 53~s. lid, per ton. The Minister men-
tioned some of these items such as cement
baths, and I will mention chicory, cement,
concrete or fibro-asbestos cisterns, cocoa.
coffee and coffee essence, cemnent columns,
brass fittings, grates and gratings, hard-
ware, insulators, matches, medicines, medi-
cinal and household oils, pepper, troughs,
etc.

The saving on other items, including
plaster angles, calico bags, and mouldings
in five ton lots, will amount to 114s. 6d.
per ton. On canvas bags, insulating, straw
sheets, medicinal preparations, veterinary,
stock disease remedies, blowfly and sheep
branding oils, and spelter in one ton lots,
the reduction will be 39s. 6d. On plaster
battens, asbestos, and perforated tinplate
refuse in five ton lots, the saving will be
15s. 10d. per ton. On housing timber.
mouldings, and timber in truck loads, there
will be a reduction of 73s. 4d. per ton.

There are numerous other items on
which, because of the reclassification, there
will be considerable reductions; and of
course the people In the country districts
will receive the benefit of the reductions.
I notice, too, that there is a reference to
motor spirit, distillate and kerosene. From
North Fremantle to Kalgoorlie the Present
rate on aviation and motor spirit in pri-
vate tank cars is 198S. 4d. per ton, and
the revised rate is 181s. 6d. per ton, or a
saving of 16s. 10d. On distillate and kero-
sene there will be a saving of 53. per ton.

In addition to the items I have men-
tioned, special consideration will be given
to a fiat rate on coal from Collie to Kal-
goorlie for the Kalgoorlie Electric Light
and Power Corporation. The present rate
will remain unaltered and will not be sub-
ject to the 20 per cent. Increase which
applies to "M" class traffic.

The Hon. A. P'. Griffith: Mr. Strickland
was simpjly reading the schedules without
having regard for that at all.

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: That is
quite so; that is what he did. It is well
that the House should be Informed of the
position.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I was not going
to Pursue the matter any further because
he would not believe me.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Why do you
not distribute that information round the
House? Why keep it a secret?

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: There is
nothing secret about it at all.

The HOn. H. C. Strickland: Would you
read that itemo about motor spirit again?

The Ron. J. M. THOMSON: On avia-
tion and motor spirit, in private tank cars,
there will be a saving of 16s. lad, per ton.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: You read
something about Fremantle.

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: From North
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie the present rate
on aviation and motor spirit in private
tank cars is 198s. 46., and the rate from
the 1st September will be 181s. 6d.. or a
reduction of 16s. l0d.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Is that from
Fremantle or Esperance?

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: It is from
North Fremantle to Kalgoorlie.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Not from
Esperance.

The Hion. J. M. THOMSON: No. I can-
not give information in reply to that ques-
tion.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: I think it is
from Esperance.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: It is from North
Fremantle.

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: That is a fair
comparison. The fact that there is to he
no increase in the cost of coal to the Kal-
goorlie Electric Light and Power Corpora-
Uon is something worth knowing. Timber
has also been given favourable considera-
tion. Commonwealth grown timbers are at
Present classified at the "A" class rate
which wviil be increased by 15 per cent. As
a measure of assistance to timber users--
and they cover a wide sphere in the State
-timber has been reclassified at the 'A"
class rate less 10 per cent., which will
result in only a token increase on this
traffic. Actually it will mean an increase
of only 3s. Id. per ton.

The present classification of goods pro-
vides assistance to the mining industry by
granting preferential rates to the under-
mentioned commodities-

Mining buckets and tubs.
Mining cages.
Mining machinery.
Stamper heads.
Cams, shoes, and dies.
Mining batteries.
Mining trucks.
Rope for mining purposes.
Discarded winding rope.
Copper heads.
Timber for mining use underground.
Low-grade ores.
Pyrites.
Cyanide.
Flotation reagents.
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Wbilst we have debated the question of
rail freights at length, we should be appre-
ciative of the reductions indicated by the
figures I have quoted. It is just as well to
realise that even if our freights are going
to be increased on the ist September, we
will, in the "M" class rate, up to 150 miles,
still be paying 40 per cent, less than is
paid in New South Wales; 29 per cent, less
than in Victoria; and 18 per cent. less than
in Queensland. For example-

Hauls up to 150 miles-
I'M" Class-

40 per cent. less than New South
Wales.

29 per cent. less than Victoria.
18 per cent. less than Queensland.

"A"' Class--
12 per cent. less than New South

Wales.
7 per cent. less than Victoria.
The same as Queensland.

"tB" Class--
23 per cent, less than New South

Wales.
10 per cent. less than Victoria.
26 per cent. less than Queensland.

Hauls over 400 miles-
"1W' Class~

43 per cent. less than New South
Wales.

38 per cent. less than Victoria.
26 per cent, less than Queensland,

Though that may be poor consolation for
any increase in rail freights, at the same
time, bearing in mind the impact and the
influence the Grants Commission has upon
the State in this matter, it must be realised
that the increases are not as severe as
when they were increased by 33A per cent.
in 1953. Further, had the Opposition party
been in office, the road subsidy paid to the
people in the country districts would have
been last to them or it would have been
in its final stages before being stopped al-
together. Therefore, that is something that
we should not lose sight of because it is
of great importance to those people who
live in country districts. That is something
they have gained as a result of the action
of the present Government. The figures
I have quoted are well worthy of earnest
consideration by the House, and I oppose
the amendment.

THE ]ION. N. E. BAXTER (Central-
on amendment) [9.463: Some remarks
made by Mr. Strickland prompted me to
enter this debate, particularly as I do not
approve of increases in rail freights at any
time. That is why I do not support the
amendment, which is framed in two differ-
ent Parts. In one Part there is a protest
against the additional cost to the cow-
munity and in the other part there is
criticism against both Government parties
for what is purported to be a negation of
an election promise.

To a degree I am in agreement with the
first part of the motion except that the
Proposed additional freight charges are iun-
avoidable because of the influence of the
Grants Commission, about which the Gov-
ernment can do nothing. If the increases
were not made, the Government would
be out of Pocket to the tune of about
£3,000,000. The amounts of £1,000,000
which the Railways Department would not
receive in additional freights, and the
£1,000,000 extra which would be required
to fund the railway deficit would be lost
to the State as a result of a penalty being
imposed by the Grants Commission which
comes to a considerable sum. For that
reason I feel there is some justification for
the protest along the lines that it is an
unavoidable increase placed, particularly,
on the country people in this State.

If the mover of the amendment had in-
cluded in the proposed addendum to the
Address- in-Reply the word "unavoidable"
he would have shown some fairness to the
Goivernmnent of the State. in regard to the
extracts that were quoted in relation to
the alleged promises that were made by the
Leader of the Country Party in his elec-
tion speech of 1959, his actual words
were-

We will niot agree to any general
increase in rail freights, 90 per cent.
of which are borne by country resi-
dents. Losses must be reduced to a
minimum by efficient management
economical working and good service.
Public confidence might be more easily
regained if all goods except perhaps
dangerous goods were carried at Com-
missioner's risk and a small percent-
age increase in freight rates could
then be made.

I maintain that the percentage increase
being imposed by the Government is still
a small percentage increase, although it
will, in all, net £1,100,000 to the Railways
Department. In addition to the facts I
have stated in regard to the influence of
the Grants Commission, there is the actual
effect the basic wage adjustments have
had on railway finances in the past two
years. Some of the remarks made by Mr.
Strickland on the increases made in rail-
way freights since 1935 have prompted me
to have a look at comparative basic wage
increases for the two periods quoted by
the Leader of the Opposition.

If one checks the statistical records it
will be found that, between 1935 and 1947
-when the Minister said that there was
no rise in rail freights, particularly on
superphosphate, about which I would
like to add something shortly-the actual
total basic wage increase was 44 per cent.
The Leader of the Opposition referred to
an increase of 400 per cent. on superphos-
phate freight, but this was not the average
percentage increase. Members must not
forget that superphosphate was re-
garded as a most essential commodity
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by the farmer and was a special item
on which the freight rate was kept
down to the minimum, especially in
those years from 1935 to 1947 when we
were going through the transitional period
following the depression years. At that
time it was most important to give every
assistance to the primary producers, especi-
ally by endeavouring to keep down the
price of superphosphate.

F'urther, the increases in the basic wage
in the years from 1947 to 1953 was 111]
per cent., and the percentage increase in
rail freights was almost identical. There-
fore, the only reason why the MeLarty-
Watts Government increased the rail
freights was to take up the burden that
had been imposed by basic wage adjust-
ments. What happened in 1953? There
was an increase imposed which netted ad-
ditional revenue amounting to £2,000,000.

An increase of 33A per cent, was made on
the increase which had already been im-
posed to make up for the burden that had
been created by the increase in the basic
wage. I believe this had been done to
balance the budget in relation to railway
finances so that the Government could at
least show a smaller deficit than that
shown by the previous Government, but
it 'was not intended to take up the in-
creases caused by the adjustments to the
basic wage which was the main item in
those particular years.

I believe that the present proposed rise
in freight rates is in the same category.
in the years between 1953 and 1958, almost
up to the time when the present Govern-
ment took office, there had been a rise in
the basic wage of only about 10 per cent.,
which is comparable to the proposed rise in
the rail freights to cover that period.
Therefore. I feel that the present increase
in rail freights is fully justified in order to
catch up with the burden that has been
created by the increases in the basic wage
over the Past few years. Further, suppose
the Grants Commission does not agree
that our freight rates on the railways are
comparable with those in the Eastern
States, then irrespective of the overall loss,
we would be penalised, and that would be a
pretty sad state of affairs. But the position
is one, unfortunately, over which we have
no control. it is objectionable to satisfy
the Grants Commission so that we can
obtain additional finance which this State
is entitled to because of its disabilities.

1, as a representative of the people con-
cerned, feel that one should lodge a protest
against the increase in rail freights, but
I cannot in any way see my way clear to
support this amendment in view of the
stigma that is contained in the words
which form the latter part of and which
refer to the Policy speech made by the
Country Party Leader int 1959. If the mover
of the amendment had concluded it with
the statement made in regard to the
increases in rail freights, it would have
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removed the sting from the tail that ap-
parently was intended in this part of the
amendment. With those contentions I feel
I cannot support the motion for the
addendum to the Address-in-Reply.

THE HON. R, THOMPSON (West-on
amendment) [9.57]; May I, first of all,
congratulate you, Sir, on being appointed
to the high office to which you have been
elevated. I am sure you will carry out
your duties in the same spirit and be
imbued with the same high principles that
have actuated all your actions throughout
your life. You have always been held in
high esteem prior to assuming your high
office and I consider that you will only
draw more Praise to yourself as you con-
tinue to grace the Chair which you at
present occupy.

I would also like to congratulate Mr.
Syd Thompson on being elected a
member of this House, and on the manner
in which he made his first address in this
Chamber. Hie certainly made an excellent
speech. I take this opportunity also of
congratulating all those members who
have been returned to this House as a
result of the last election, particularly
those Labor members% who were all
returned with increased majorities. -Mr.
Willesee, representing the North Province,
had a glorious win.

I am concerned mainly about the in-
crease in rail fares. over the past few
years people who live in the suburbs have
got into the habit of using the trains
more frequently than they did in years
gone by. and they will now be called upo~n
to pay increased fares in order to get to
work. Those people have been encour-
aged to use the trains because they found
it was quicker to drive their cars to the
various stations and catch the train to
Perth. As a result they had no parking
worries, and they also relieved the Perth
City Council of providing additional park-
ing space in the city.

However, it is now found that all those
People will have to Pay more for rendering
that service to the Perth City Council.
The increase in rail fares will be imposed
on any worker, whether it be a junior girl
working at a store in Perth and who lives
in Freman tie or Armadale, or whether it be
any other worker. The junior girl at
Arms dale, for instance, is going to be called
on to Day an extra 3s. 4d. a week for her
train fares. If she travels from Fremantle,
the increase will be half that amount:
roughly Is. 8d. From Bellevue the in-
crease will amount to 3d. and from
Kelmscott and Armadale the increase will
be 4d. From Bayswater the increase in
fares will amount to 2d.

So we see that the people who are
blamed all the time for causing increases
in tbe cost of living by receiving increases
in the basic wage, are going to have an
extra burden placed upon them. A period
of three months will elapse be! nre they re-
ceive an adjustment in the basic wage,
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and they will be out of pocket for that
period. In the meantime they will have
to pay the increased fares.

During one speech, I interjected by ask-
lng the views of the farmers. I want to
refer to The Farmers' Weely of the 11th
August. in respect of freight increases.
This is the official organ of the Farmers'
Union. It is surprising to me that many
members of the Country Party, who rep-
resent country electorates in the main,
should defend freight increases on this
occasion. I quote from the editorial of
the newspaper to which I have just re-
ferred. The following is stated:-

The long-awaited announcement of
increases in rail freights was made by
the Premier (Mr. Brand) on Monday
last. "Kite-flying" by members of the
Government of the inevitability of
freight rises did little to condition
primary producers for the severity of
some of the increases and the heavy
burden they will impose on an already
over-burdened rural economy.

Further on the following appeared in the
editorial-

Comparisons made by the Premier
of the new rail charges with those
levied for railway services in other
States 'will prove Poor consolation to
industry providing 90 per cent. of the
State's export trade on markets be-
coming constantly more competitive
and where buyers, with plentifully
supplied markets, are untroubled by
internal production costs.

Further on the following is stated:-
Disastrous as increased rail freights

may be, they are generally recognised
as the effect of the inflationary whirl-
wind sweeping the nation. This sub-
ject has engaged the serious considera-
tion of farmers' organisation at State
and Federal levels. Combined and
repeated representations to authority
capable of taking action to bring It
under some measure of effective con-
trol have fallen on ears that 'will not
hear- Wh~ilst expediency continues as
an anaemic and sickening substitute
for statesmanship, the community is
left to grapple with the grim conse-
quences, the latest so far as Western
Australia is concerned being this rise
in rail charges.

The editorial also said that Mr. McDonald
had referred to these costs, and went on
to say-

He referred to the fact that the
railways were pricing themselves out
of the transport business, a fact which
would be less disturbing if the Gov-
ernment had not powers to compel the
use of the railways despite the very
obvious benefits which would accrue
to tanners if they could avail them-
selves freely in many cases of alter-
native means of transport.

In not one instance in the official organ
of the Farmers' Union is the action taken
by the Government to increase rail freights
justified.

Mr. J. Thomson quoted figures in re-
spect of the transport of fuel from Fre-
mantle to Kalgoorlie. This is not a con-
cession to the people, but merely a con-
cession to Ampol, Shell, and British Pet-
roleum, so that they can compete with
Vacuum which has established installations
at Esperance. It is a concession to the oil
companies. I have not made a close study
of these matters, but after listening to the
remarks of Mr. Strickland, I begin to
wonder whether the people represented by
some members in this House have not been
fooled.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Will Ampol bene-
fit by sending petrol to Bruce flock?

The Hon. IR. THOMPSON:* I bet the
people will not receive a benefit from the
concession. I shall ask the Minister a
question in a few days' time: Whether
there has been a reduction in the price of
petrol in Bruce Rock.

The Hon. L. A. Ljogan: The answer will
be, "Yes."

The Hon, It. THOMPSON: This action
by the Government to increase rail freights
constitutes a definite breach of the elec-
tion promises made by the two parties
comprising the coalition Government.
Nowhere in the policy speeches of those
two parties did I hear any mention of an
increase in railway freights or fares.

Members of the Country Party will have
to accept the responsibility for these in-
creases and when the next elections are
held they will have to justify their action.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: That is our worry,
not yours.

The Hon. It. THOMPSON: I do not like
to see the Increase being imposed on any
sedtion of the people. The farming com-
munity will have to bear the greatest por-
tion of it. The Minister who has just in-
terjected may have a Liberal opponent at
the next elections and the latter will no
doubt say he was not a member when the
freight increases were imposed and there-
fore he was not responsible. I shall not
labour the point.

The Hon. A. IF. Griffith: You are cer-
tainly labouring it.

The Hon. It. THOMPSON: The Minister
made a bad speech for one hour, but I
have only been going five minutes on a
good speech. I support the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes--12.
Ron. G. Bennetta Hion. F. R. H. Liverv
Hon. E, M. Davies Hon. H. 0. Strickland
Hon. J1. J. Garrigan Hon. J. D. Teahan
Hon. W. R. Hall Han. I. Thompson
Hon. E. M. Heeniar, Hon. P. J. S. wise
Mon. H. F. Hutchison Rion. W. F. WiIlesee

(Teller.)
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Ron.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
HOn.
Hon.
Ron.
Hon.

Noe%-IS.
C. R. Abbey Hon.
N. E. Baxter Hon.
J. Cunningham Hon.
A. F. OniffIth Hon.
A. R. Jones Hon.
Li. A. Logan Hon.
A. L. Loton Hon.
0. C. MaCKinnon

]?air.
Aye.

Hon. 0. E. Jeffery

R. C. Mattiske
C. H. Simpson
S. T. J. Thomps on
J. Mi. Thomson
H. K. Watson
F. 1). Wullmot
3. Murray

(Teller.)

No.
Hon. J. 0. Hislop

Majority against-S.

Amendment thus negatived.

THE HON. G. BENNETTS (South-
East) [10.15]: 1 hope members are pre-
pared to sit here till midnight. I have
already referred to the question of in-
creased railway freights, and have raised
my protest. I must say again that I am
perturbed about these increases, but I am
rather pleased with what the Minister has
told me; that is, some of the executives
from the Chamber of Mines have seen him
and have arced to certain proposals.
I did not realise when I spoke before that
that interview had taken place; but that Is
only in connection with mining companies,
and it is not only the mining companies
which will be affected by the increased
freights. The consumers of all goods are
going to suffer.

In addition, any materials used in build-
ings, and 90 per cent. of other commodities
required in the goldfields, or in any other
remote area, will be affected. It is for that
reason that I do not like the situation at
all. Consider, for instance, Esperance.
The young farmers in that area will
have to find a terrific amnount of money
to obtain the commodities they require for
working their land. It is not the same as
in other places where a small amount of
money would be all that would be neces-
sary. It is those people in the remote
areas who are going to bear the brunt of
these increases; and especially the farmers
who require super.

I have said enough in regard to the
rail freights. I now want to say that the
present Government, in addition to in-
creasing those freights since it has been
in power, has increased many other charges
including land tax; hospital fees; water
rates: motor vehicle licences; third party
insurance fees: and drivers' licences. There
has also been a 37 per cent. increase in
abattoir charges which will again be a
burden on people in remote areas. This
Government is noted for the way it in-
creases charges.

A moment ago I mentioned hospital
charges, Only recently on the goldfields
the charge in a 10-bed ward, which used
to be 36s. a day rose to 56s.; a four-bed
ward rose from 48s. to 68s.; a two-bed ward
from 60s. to 585.; and a single room from
72s. to 80s. In addition, there are the in-
creases in the charges for extras in hos-
pitals in my area. Theatre fees for a major
operation have risen from £3 3s. to £5 5s.;

and for a minor operation from £l11us. 6&.
to £2 28. In the labour ward the fee used
to be £:2 12s. 6d., but now it is £3 13s. ad.
Those are a few examples of the man~r
increases in extras in hospitals. When we,
take them into consideration we feel that;
Perhaps it would be cheaper to be dead
than alive.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Costs a few bob
to bury you!

The Hon. Gl. BENNE'rrS: It would sttf.
be cheaper because there would be the one
Payment and that would be the finish of it
We would not be subjected to these in-
creased charges all the time.

Referring again to increased charges irr
the Railways Department, I tink that:
somne improvement could be made if the-
Government were to consider the road.
transport which is taking traffic away from
the railways. I think a member in ma-
Other place had some correspondence on
this Subject, as , also, have I. Engine
drivers and firemen travelling on trafr5
have noticed many road transports operat-
ing parallel with the railways and carting-
first-class goods which Should have beenL
transported by train. I had a report fromi
a railwayman in my territory who said
that high-class goods such as Kelvin-
ator product% wirelesses, and different
washing machines were being taken by
road in Utilities and trucks.

I Wrote to the Minister in connection
with this matter and Pointed out what r
believed was taking Place. I had a pretty
good idea who the individuals were, but
I was not going to mention any names,
because it is not my duty to be a pimp.
After a lot of correspondence to me andto one of the railway union secretaries it
was submitted that the Government would
need to employ far more inspectors to
Police the regulations.

Apart from the breaches of the regula-
tions, I understand that many permits
have been issued when they should not
have been-and that is a mistake. It should
be stipulated that the railway is Provided
and that goods have to be carried by the
trains and not by private individuals. How-
ever, Would I be right in saying that the
present Government is linked up with the
big business sections which are the distri-
butors of these goods, and that it is work-
ing in conjunction with them? All these
distributors are worried about is that their
product should be delivered; how, they do
not care.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: I don't think you.
know very much about it.

The Hon. G. BENNETra: I was very dis-
appointed to see the list of those who
comprise the development committee which.
has been formed. I see that it consists
of the biggest shareholders in all the Vrf-
vate companies in this State. I am n4t
going to mention any individual Liberal or
Country Party member as I do not want
to cast any reflection on anyone. They;
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are here to do as they are told by indi-
viduals like those I have mentioned. If
they do not do what they are told, they will
find that they will not be in this H-ouse
again: they will have the skids put under
them, as happened to the late Sir Hal
Colebatch. I remember that on one
occasion he spoke out of turn and he was
dumped.

Hon. L. A. Logan: Who are the big
business people who tell us what to do?

The I-on. G. BENNETTS: I think that
was done recently in regard to another
member, but he got back again.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Tell us who these
people are.

The Hon. 0. BENI'ETTS: The big
businessmen today control the Liberal
p arty. There is no doubt about that.

The Hon. E. Mv. Davies:. Would the
Chamber of Mines be included?

The Hon. G. BENNETTS: It could be.
I would say that it is big business-St.
George's Terrace-that would be con-
cerned. As soon as the Present Govern-
ment took office, it sold out our public
works at North Fremantle, which did a
wonderful job.

The Ron, F. J, S. Wise: The engineering
,works.

The Hon. Ci. BENNETIS: Yes. I do not
believe that any person could find fault
with any job turned out by those works.
Wonderful workmanship goes into the pro-
ducts made there. At a time when work
could not he done anywhere else, the people
there did it.

I am a little scared. as to what
imight take place in regard to the
workshops at Midland Junction. The
TdcLarty-Watts Government bought the
wonderful machinery with which the shops
are now equipped, and it put the shops in
the position where they could turn out any
work required by the State. I am now
worried that private enterprise might
avail itself of the use of this machinery
for its own purposes at the expense of the
taxpayers of this State. After the Gov-
ernment has built up these concerns, they
are now being sold to Private Individuals.
It is a crying shame!

Members will recall that when the last
Railways Commission was given authority
t& act, it gave the contract for railway
wagons to private individuals. They made
buffers for those trucks; and what did we
find? There were many accidents-derail-
ments-on our railways because of those
trucks. They were not supplied with stays
to stop the wheat shifting. Consequently,
when the trains rounded bends, the wheat
shifted to one side and the trucks tipped
over. In addition, they were not fitted with
chopper bridles or side chains. As a result.
vans would become uncoupled on the
trains; and this applied not only to trains
to Kalgoorlie, but to other places too.

When the vans become uncoupled, the
vacuum brake automatically is applied and
the train stops. During my own experience
on the trains, that cecurred. After I made
a protest, and kicked up a row about the
situation, the items were fitted to the trains
to prevent the choppers from jumping up.

Everything was cut out of these wagons
to suit the builder and to enable him to
make extra profit. If these wagons had
been built in the workshops, they would
have been a 100 per cent, improvement on
those purchased, and none of this trouble
would have arisen. I consider that if we
hand out the work from these workshops
to private individuals we will not get any-
where near the workmanship we will get
if the work is left in the hands of the work-
shops. To realise the truth of this we only
have to look at the oldtime carriages built
in the early days, some of which I think
are still in operation today. If we inspect
the paintwork and varnish on them, we will
see the difference between that and the
workmanship of today in private industry.

Also this would be borne out if we in-
spected the PR-class engine we built
in the workshops before an engineer
altered the class and spoilt the whole of the
set-up. We were building the best
engines in the Commonwealth; and it is
possible that we can continue to do so
and produce work which will be a
credit to the whole of Australia. The
men concerned have been trained and
they know what to do. To give the con-
tracts to private firms means that they will
scrimp and save on every little article,
trying to get an extra 6d. here or a few
more pounds profit there.,

The other evening I heard Mr. Baxter
talk-about traffic control, and about the
Police Department. I entirely agree with
him. Many Young Policemen today could
give a little advice to any person, young
or old, who is driving a motorcar and who
neglects to do some small thing. For
instance, the honourable member men-
tioned the case of a person not putting on
his lights after stopping in a lighted area.
I had a similar case reported to me-it,
might have bedn the same one as the
honourable member mentioned-of where
a Young fellow Pulled up at a garage on a
highway to buy petrol. The area was
brightly lit and he turned off his head-
lights while buying the petrol, and then
drove on to the highway, forgetting to turn
on his lights. He was charged.

I think our police officers should show a
little courtesy to people like that; they
should stop them and say, "Your lights
are off; put them on." In the early days
we had a Police force to which everyone
could take off his hat: there would not
have been a better police force anywhere
in the world-and I am speaking particu-
larly of the goldfields because I wa±, there
in the early days. A policeman was re-
spected, and I blame various Governments
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for what has happened to our police
force since then. In those days a police-
man would only have to come up to a lad
-and I was one of them-and kick him
in the tail, or box him across the ears,
and send him on his way, and the lad
would not commit the same offence again.
But today the police force have to lay
charges against such Youths because they
are not allowed to put a hand on anybody.

All this child delinquency that we hear
so much about is caused by the fact that
Policemen are not allowed to Put a hand
on any person who is apprehended. They
have to charge these people; and, although
many policemen are Prepared to send
boys on their way after chastising
them, they are not allowed to touch them.
If a boy robs a shop, or steals anything,
it would be better if he were thrashed in
front of his father because he would
remember it, and would think twice about
committing the same offence again. I would
allow my boys to be treated in that way.
But if a young fellow is charged, what
happens? The old man has to Pay for
everything and the lad suffers in no way
at all; nothing happens to him to make
him remember, or to think twice about do-
ing the same thing. Consequently, in many
cases, they commit a similar offence. What
is a fine to these boys? Nothing! A little
-bit of strap is a great thing to check
them.

Mr. Cunningham mentioned prisoners
being brought to Perth. I was on the
trains years ago and the same procedure
existed then. It is a shame, because the
Policeman is the man who suffers. He has
to bring two prisoners down with him, and
if he goes anywhere-to the lavatory, for
instance-he has to take the two of them
with him; he hangs on to one chap in the
corridor, with the handcuffs on, and con-
sequently takes a risk. If the prisoner
gets away the policeman Is in the blue.
But I do not know how we can get over it.
We could not have a, coach converted
simply for bringing down prisoners.

The Hon. W. P. Willesee: We want
eight-handed Policemen.

The Hon. 0. BENNETrS: Yes, the
policemen are the only ones who suffer.
They have to bring these prisoners down,
and lads today are a bit tougher than
they were in the past; they take the
Policemen for a ride because they are not
in a Position to deal out any rough stuff
to them. At one time a Policeman could
do that, but today the position Is quite
different.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: You are quite
right about the strap.

The Hon. 0. BElNhETTS: If a car were
converted it would weigh about 30 tons,
and that would be used simply to bring two
or three prisoners to Perth. That would be
ridiculous. The only way to overcome the

problem is to have an extra constable
travelling on the train; otherwise the
policemen will not get a fair go.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: And then they
can all hold bands together.

The Hon. G. BENNrrTS: I have heard
a lot of talk about child delinquency. I
suppose there is more of it today than
there has ever been in the past. But I
think in every case-ar at least in 90 per
cent, of them-the cause is neglect by the
parents.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: That Is so; it is
90 per cent.

The Hon. G. HENNETTS: I could men-
tion specific cases, but I do not think I
should mention the names of the people
concerned. The position Is becoming worse
because of dart games in hotels, and
so on. Parents are neglecting their chil-
dren by leaving them at home by them.-
selves while they, the Parents, are out par-
ticipating in dart games, or having a
gargle.

I know of a case which happened
a short while ago. One little boy in the
family was left home to look after two
smaller children. He bad his calbber with
him and they were throwing lighted paper
aeroplanes about the house. The parents
got home just in time to see these littlep
Paper aeroplanes being flown around the
room. The children could have been burnt.
It Is time People woke up to themselves
and studied their children more than they,
are doing at -the moment.

The other day over the air I heard a
professor of medicine in New South Wales
giving a talk about the necessity to build
more mental hospitals. I listened to him
for quite a while, and in his summary he
said that most of the cases were caused by,
alcohol. As a certain amount of money
is required to build and carry on these
hospitals, I would say that the persons
responsible for providing the money should
be the breweries and the Federal Govern-
ment, which is getting such a large rake-
off by way of excise tax. The individual
taxpayers should not be called upon to
Provide the necessary money.

The Ron. 3. J. Qarrigan: The more you
drink the more you pay.

The Hon. 0. BENNETTS: I have already
discussed the mining industry, but I want
to stress the fact that that industry should
be p rotected. Some years ago the Industry
was at a very low ebb, and an American1
syndicate took over the Lake View and
Star group. The late Joe Thorn was the
first man sent here to manage the com-
pany's affairs, and he soon Put the busi-
ness on a sound footing. I am not sure
of this, but I think the Government of
the day assisted the company. Alter the
late Mr. Thorn, came the late Mr. Dolph
Agnew, who recently passed on. I knew
him from a lad, and be did a remark-
able job. He was liked by everybody-the,
worker and, in fact, every individual on
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the goldfields. Any Person who had a comn-
plaint could go to Mr. Agnew and he
would listen to him. Everybody got a fair
go, but Mr. Agnew wanted a fair day's
Workt.

He assisted the School of Mines where-
iever possible, and if a lad showed any
'signs of intelligence he would do every-
thing possible to push the boy along, and
to see that he was given a good education;
lie 'would do everything to help him.
Scholarships were provided; and Mr, Ag-
new did everything possible to further boys'
education and the building up of the youth
on the goldfields. Mr. Reg Buckett has
taken his place, and I think we can expect
-the same sort of treatment from. him, be-
cause he is a similar sort of man. He is
new to the job, but I am sure he will
follow along the same lines as the late
]Dolph Agnew.

I have followed the mining industry for
the last 65 years. I worked under-
ground and on the surface, and I say that
every little increase in the basic wage, any
little increase In freights, or any little in-
crease in any commodity which affects the
goldmining industry shortens its life. By
that I mean if a mine is producing four
or five pennyweights and is just managing
to scrape through, and there is a basic
-wage rise, a certain grade of ore has to
be by-passed, and the mine has to produce
4a higher grade. That has happened now
tar many years. Many levels in the mines
-are closed off, and they will never be re-
:opened; because once they are closed off
7they are filled with mullock and sand
carted from the old Trafalgar.

The Hon. J. D. Teahan: only that
section.

The Hon. 0. BENNETTS9: I was glad to
bear the Minister for Mines say tonight
-that he intended to assist the mining
companies wherever possible. I hope he
-will keep his word. I know he will; if he
adoes not, we will be on his back.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I always keep
ray word.

The lion. 0. BENNETTS: I should now
like to refer to the question of education,
and I support Mr. Cunningham's remarks
in this respect. I have a number of
grandchildren and I know how my little
family is affected. Today parents cannot
-pass on last year's books to the children
-following because the books are out of
date-they are not used. So the parents
bave to buy new ones. People on
the basic wage, or on a wage just above
It, must find things terribly difficult. if
-they send their children to the Eastern
Goldfields High School-or any school for
that matter, but I mention the Eastern
Ooldfields High School because of the
extra costs involved-they have to provide
transport for their children: buy uniforms
for them; and pay large sums of money for
their books, sporting fees, and so on.

I will admit1 as Mr. Cunningham men-
tioned last night, there is a scheme in
existence at the high school, which the
Parents deeply appreciate, and which per-
mits the parents to hire their children's
books. It is a wonderful scheme and the
parents and citizens' association is doing
a good job.

In the ordinary primary schools, too, the
children are expected to wear uniforms.
It is said that this is not compulsory, but
it is compulsory to this extent: If Billy
Brown has a uniform, and Tommy Jones.
whose parents are on a lower rate of pay.
has not, little Tommy wants to be the
same as Billy, and this makes it very hard
for his parents because, naturally, they
want to give their child the same as the
other little boy.

The same sort of thing affected me a few
years ago. I was buried in one of the
mines and I was out of work for a while.
My next door neighbour was receiving a
big wage, and I had a large family of
children. His children got everything and
my little children could get very little. It
was a worry to my wife, and to me, be-
cause we could not do the same for our
children as the next door people were
doing for theirs. The education of children
today is very costly; and, with the cost of
living as it is, it is hard for parents to give
their children what they feel they are en-
titled to have.

I would now like to touch on the ques-
tion of high schools. Reference has been
made to raising the school-leaving age to
17 or 18 years. If boys and girls are to
be kept in schools until they are 17 or
18 years old, I think it would be far better
to segregate them. This would help them
to take more interest in their lessons, and
less interest in other things.

The Hon. A. R. Jones: What other
tings?'
The Hon. G. BENNETrS: I would like

to give credit to Mr. Simpson for the
speech he made recently on the railways.
It was a most interesting contribution. A
copy of a letter that was sent to me for
distribution to members of this House has
been circularised to all members. This
letter was. sent to me from our ox-Com-
missioner of Commonwealth Railways and
the ex-priv ate secretary to the commis-
sioner. I refer to Messrs. Hannaberry and
Ford, both of whom have retired from the
railways.

A new commissioner has been appointed
to the Commonwealth Railways. He is a
middle-aged man -named Mr. Smith, who
is very Prominent and very intelligent in
his sphere. He was the engineer respon-
sible for building the Maree-Port Augusta
railway; and also for the introduction of
the pick-a-back system, and the other
systems which were introduced on that
railway. He is the same type of man as
was Mr. Hannaberry, and I am certain
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that the service will be run in the same
manner as it was in the past. Mr. Hanna-
berry was responsible for the introduc-
tion of dieselisation to the Commonwealth
Railways. He had a golden opportunity to
do these things, because he was handling a
railway system which had been Paid for
in cash; no loan moneys had to be ob-
tained to pay off that railway.

He was in the very fortunate position
of being the Commissioner of Common-
wealth Railways because, as we all know,
the Commonwealth Government holds the
purse-strings. It knew the type of
man he was and allowed him to put
his system into operation. We find that
in 1958-59, about £1,800,000 was profit. It
is, of course, not fair to compare the Com-
monwealth railways and the State rail-
ways, because they are different entities
altogether. One has long stretches of
road with great distances between each
stop, and, of course, there is not the subur-
ban traffic to be considered; it is just one
through road.

There are a few matters to which I
would like to draw the attention of mem-
bers in relation to railways. The whole
of the Commonwealth railway system is
run on the north-South line and on the
east-west line with 21 diesel locomotives.
They control the whole of the system. I
have said on other occasions that when
th3. diesels were employed on the Com-
monwealth railways in K~algoorlie, it was
a downright shame that our Government
should have gone out of Australia and
bought X-class engines, which will never
be any good, and w.hich not only cost. three
times what they should have, but are also
causing a lot of trouble today.

On the line from Maree to Port Augusta,
where the Government has built a new
section of 269 miles of line, a two-diesel
engine train is used. Apart from this, a
six mnotor-powered traction engine is used.
It is a bigger class than that which is used
on the East-West run. Those on the East-
West run are usually four motor-powered
traction engines. These two engines bring
down from Leigh Creek 5,240 tons of gross
load on the train. The tare of the train
is 1,620 tons, and the amount of freight
on that train is 3,620 tons.

The Eon. J. Mv. A. Cunningham: is
that a payable load?

The Hon. 0. BENlErTTS: Yes. That is
what can be brought down on the broad
gauge train. The length of the train is
162--they count the lengths in four-
wheeled wagons. The Commonwealth Rail-
ways run bogies which are specially built
trucks for coal cartage; and there are 81
of them on the train, and they are aUl
equipped with roller bearings. When the
new trains and diesel locomotives were in-
stalled on the Commonwealth railways it
was necessary for the rolling stock to be
rebuilt, and ths. cost many thousands of

pounds, because the locomotives were of
roller-bearing stock and anything that was
attached to those locomotives also had to
have roller bearings.

We have some roller-bearing vehicles on
our railways, but for the most part they
have brass bearing. With these it is pos-
sible to do only a certain speed, because if
one exceeds that certain speed there is
the dust nuisance to be considered to-
gether with hotboxes which reduce the
efficiency of the train. The train load for
the four traction engine from Port Pinie
to Kalgoorlie is 770 tons at 50 miles an
hour. The train load on the six traction
between Port Pinie and Kalgoorlie is 850
tons at 50 miles per hour. At 40 miles
per hour on the four traction, the load is
850; and at 40 miles per hour on the six
traction engines, the load is 940 tons--that
is from Port Pifle to Kalgoorlie. The
length of the train on the main line from
Port Pinie to Kalgoorlie is 100; the other
162. 1 will give reasons why the other line
is capable of carrying heavier loads than
is the East-West line.

Mr. Simpson said that the narrow gauge
railways could be run at a cheaper rate
than the broad gauge railways. When we
compare two railways like these, I take it
that the main consideration is the load
that can be carried on a particular train.
If we can take 100 or 200 tons more on
the broad gauge railway than we can on
the narrow gauge and run at 50 miles
per hour as against 35 miles per hour on
the narrow gauge, then the broad gauge
must be more economical than the narrow
gauge.

The State train with one diesel ex Kal-
goorlie has a load of 405 tons and, of
course, like the Commonwealth railway,
it can be built up on different parts. One
train which leaves Kalgoorlie for Yellow-
dine has a load of 450 tons and picks up
its load to 630 tons after Yellowdlne. It
then proceeds to various places and drops
its load. The State railway is 62 in length.

The Mon. C. H. Simpson: Do you know
what It would carry down here?

The Hon. 0. RENNE'rr: I cannot
answer that. I would not be sure, but I
think the new diesel Lakes 500 tons. The
State railway train travels at a speed of
35 miles an hour. So we have one at 35
miles an hour pulling 405 tons, against the
other one, which is a small four traction
engine with 850 tons at 50 miles an hour.

We now come to the building of the
line. I will compare the rails, the sleepers
and the telephone poles and their costs,
the one against the other. On the State
railways the number of sleepers is 2,112.
On the Commonwealth railways--that is
on the old line, the one that was first
built-there are 2,080. So it will be seen
that the Commonwealth has fewer sleepers
in its road than has the State. The
length of the State sleeper is 7 ft. and It
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is 8 ins. x 5 ins.; whereas the Common-
wealth sleeper is 8 ft. long and 9 ins. x 4Q
ins, It is a little longer and a little wider.
On the State railways the weight of the
main line rail is 82 lb.; whereas on the
Commonwealth it is an 80-lb. rail. The
new line, from Mare-e to Port Pixie, has a
94-lb. rail. On the Kalgoorlie to Leo-
nora run we have a. 60dlb. rail. The second
best payable line from Esperance to Kal-
goorlie is only a 40-lb. rail.

Mention has been made of the fact that
we have had a few derailments on the
40-lb. rails, but I think this was due to the
fact that the line did not receive the at-
tention it should have received. Anyhow
these derailments could have taken place
with the diesels. The fact is that men
who work in a maintenance gang should
not be treated as men working in a con-
struction gang.

In regard to the telephone poles of the
two different systems, the State railways
have 34 poles to the mile, whereas the
Commonwealth have only 26. If all the
figures I have mentioned are taken into
consideration, I think members will find
that the two systems break even. A broad
gauge train can carry about 200 tons more
in loading, and travel about 15 miles per
hour faster on the Port Pirie-Kalgoorlie
run, and it is better than a narrow g auge
railway; it is more comfortable, and there
is more room.
.The Commonwealth, at the present time,
ire-laying parts of its road and is putting

in welded rails. These rails are put down
in 270-ft. lengths, and 134 sleepers are
used for every length. I am speaking
about the new line. in regard to motor
bodies, six of their wagons-what we call
the GC wagons-will 'carry 90. I think
on the State Railways, at the present time,
we have some double deckers which will
take 10 bodies. As far as I know, we have
two which will take 12 bodies. So we can
see a Commonwealth train of six wagons
carting 90 motor bodies against a State
train carrying about one-third of that
number. I think the cost of carting these
bodies is about £10 each on the State lines.
We are loading one body at a time into
single wagons; although I think sometimes
we load two. On the figures I have quoted
I would say that a broad gauge railway is
an ideal one.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon* Aren't cars
the same price in Sydney as they are in
Perth?

The Hon. 0. BENWETTS: I would not
know. I was saying that the Common-
wealth Railways bring 00 bodies on six
trucks. But we can haul only one-third
of that number from Kalgoorlie to Perth.
I think we will have to give way to a
broad gauge railway. if we had a broad
gauge railway from Perth right through
the other States, a considerable amount of
time would be saved. At the moment.
IAte arrives at Kalgoorlie at 8.20 a.m., and
departs at 8.45 a.m. The arrival time at

Adelaide is 5.30 p.m., and departure time is
'7 p3.m., if the train arrives on time. The
arrival time in Melbourne is 9 am., depart-
ing at 6.30 p.m. for Sydney. A change
is necessary at Albury, where one arrives
at 10.20 p.m. There is a wait of 20 minutes
at Atbury before the train departs, and
one arrives in Sydney at 9.12 a.m. If one
is going to Brisbane, one leaves Sydney at
'730 p rm. The time wasted in changing
gauges could be cut down if a broad gauge
ine connected all States. The only thing

I can think of for the protection of Aus-
tralia and, indeed, Western Australia, is
a uniform gauge railway. Nobody knows
better than I do what would happen if a
war were to break out.

I was the person who was in the position
during the last war of handling every-
thing in Kalgoorlie, as all material had
to go through me. What was done was
amazing. I have noticed that the Federal
Minister for Railways said that the East-
West road was quite suitable for military
purposes if war were to break out. Hubert
Opperinan was here on a push bike-he
would not know anything about that road.

During the last war, if that road could
have been used, many hundreds of hours
would have been saved. However, the road
was not suitable; it would have been
chopped up very quickly, particularly
during wet weather, had heavy gear been
brought on it. During the last war
we had all the old gear in the world to
tranship; and if war broke out tomorrow-
and it could break out at any time with
the world in the condition it is in today-
we would be in the same position as we
were then.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: it would not
be the same type of war.

The Hon. G. BEN1IETTS: My son was
station master at Quorn, and 45 steam
trains came down each day from Leigh
Creek with coal for the whole of the South
Australian Railways. These trains had a
crew of five and a terrific amount of coal
had to be carted. Just imagine the amount
of coal and water that would be required
by two steam locomotives. A lot of time
is wasted in carting coal and fuelling the
engines. With the diesel trains it is dif-
ferent; there is no time wasted in carting
water and coal. That is something which
is in favour of diesel traction.

The Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: What is
the crew of the new trains?

The Hon, 0. EENNETTS: They run a
double header with a driver, fireman, and
one guard. In regard to the building of
'new Wesilcqzd trains, We should get the
Contmonwealth to provide the bulk of the
mnoney while it Is in a happy mood in con-
nection with the unification of gauges.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Did you
listen to the Budget speech last night?

The Ron. 0,. BENNErPS: Now I have
to diake some reference to Esperance.
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The Hon. L. A. Logan: Have You been to
Burracoppin yet?

The Hon. G. BENNET'TS: Recently the
Government handed over many hundreds
of acres of land in the Esperance district to
an American syndicate. I will say this:
When the Chase Syndicate came to
Esperance, it was the means of placing
that district in the limelight-putting it on
the map.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: That is true.

The Hon. 0. BENNErTS: That syndi-
cate did not do what is was supposed to do.
and it was obliged to forfeit its land. There
are many people in the Eastern States,
where no land is available, who are inter-
ested in Esperance, and who have applied
for land there. I am of the opinion that
these people-together with People in our
own State-should be given an Opportunity
to take up land at Esperance as this
would bring both money and Population to
the State.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Who signed the
Chase Agreement?

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: He never did
agree with it.

The lion. 0. BENNErTS: I do not like
these developmental schemes by foreign
companies, as the rake-off goes out of
the country. I hope that people from the
Eastern States, and from this State, who
have the necessary finance will be able to
take up land in the Esperance district. A
poor mnan cannot go there; he would need
to have a certain amount of finance to
obtain a start in the Esperance district.
I have been advocating the claims of this
district for many years. I do not know
how many members are now in the House
who were here years ago when I first spoke
6f rsperance. Mr. Loton was here then.

The Ron. L. A. Logan: I have heard it
for the last 13 years!

The Hon. 0. HENNETfl: Yes. I used
tbe criticised when I spoke of the future

of Esperance. I was always of the opinion
that one day Esperance would get its
chance. That day came when the Chase
Syndicate put Esperance on the map.

The Hob. R M. Davies: Do State ships
call there yet?

The 'Hon. 0. BENNgITS: One of the
most important tasks before the Govern-
meint is to Proceed with the Esperance-
Ravensthorpe road, because of the minerals
that could be shipped from that area: and
I mention copper in particular. This road
is also necessary to encourage tourists in
the area. At the present time the road is
in a very poor condition, particularly in
wet weather, and something should be
done about it. If this road were Proceeded
with, the Ravensthorpe district, producing
as it does, copper and other minerals, could
became one of the most important districts
in the State.

I would like to draw attention to the
educational facilities at Esperance. The
schools in Esperance are fairly adequate
at the present time: but, with the develop-
ment of the district and the increase in
population, some attention to this matter
should be given by the Government at a
later date.

Water supply is a major problem faced
by the district. The area is using under-
ground water. I believe the Government
is doing its best with regard to this
problem, and it is a very important matter.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: The Government
is trying to find a solution to the problem;
it is not an easy matter.

The Hon. 0. BENNETTS: Concerning
electricity supply, the Minister was good
enough to visit the area, and he allocated
£30,000 towards the lighting supply. We
hope there will be light.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: There will be
light.

The Hon. 0. BENNE'flS: I have written
to the Minister on this matter. The
Government, under its present policy,
is installing a system which will serve a
certain area of Esperance. At the present
time the town area operates on a D.C.
system and I feel that instead of changing
that area over to the alternating system
immediately, the other area, which it is
intended will be connected up, should
perhaps be dealt with first in order to give
better lighting to people who at the present
time are using kerosene. Everyone would
then be satisfied.

I recently beard that the Government
is considering establishing a bus service
from Kalgoorlie to Esperance to replace
the diesel train. I wish to protest against
this move as I regard it as a step in the
wrong direction. For that distance and on
such narrow roads buses are not advisable.
Trains have adequate cooling systems, and
they have more room for the transporta-
tion of perishables. The distance involved
is only about 250 miles. I feel that the
Introduction of a bus service would be too
extravagant.

Esperance is now reaching the stage
where the Government should consider
establishing a superphosphate works. The
expense would be covered by the amount
of superphosphate that could be produced.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: What is the
tonnage used?

The Hon. L. A. Logan: About 14,000 tons.
The Hon. 0. BENNE'rrs: It is a fair

amount. Big business concerns could make
use of large quantities of it.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: in three years,
about 25,000 tons would be required.

The Hon. G. BENNfl'rS: With the con-
tinued expansion of Esperance. I can fore-
see the advisability of establishing a meat-
works in about five years' time; also, the
meat could be exported from there.
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With the establishment of superphos- In addition, there is a school Yard which
phate works we would have copper at
Ravensthorpe and pyrites at Norseman. It
is about 110 miles to Ravensthorpe and
about 120 miles to Norseman. I do feel
that the establishment there of a Super-
phosphate works would be ideal.

I point out that I am very perturbed
over schoolroom accommodation at Norse-
man. This is a matter that has come
under discussion by the parents and citi-
zens' association in the area. Conveniences
are very poor. There are no wash-basins;
and the children are being taught under
most adverse conditions. In the event of
public functions taking place in the school
building-and there are many-the school
equipment has to be stacked away. This
results in considerable inconvenience; and.
with the increased Population of the area-
I think the increase is on a par with that
of Kalgoorlie-something should be done
about this matter.

We talk about increased freights. We
should not forget that, so far as outback
districts are concerned, freight is included
in the sales tax on every article purchased.
I feel I should emphasise the need for an
East-West road, and I do not think that
any time should be lost in carrying this
into effect.

We have been trying for some time to
increase our water supply in Norseman,
and a deputation was sent to the Minister
with a view to building a bigger reservoir
The present pipeline has existed for many
years, and should anything go wrong with
it the water capacity would be sufficient
for only two days.

The question of inadequate schoolrooms
applies throughout my district, and I
realise it presents certain difficulties to the
Government. At Salmon Gums I foresee
an increase of another 30 to 35 children.

I feel that railway facilities should be
improved at Merredin. At the present
time there is inadequate room for loading
trucks. An ancient crane has been in use
since the railway first started, and it is
necessary for four men to operate that
crane. The process is a very slow one and
holds up shunting operations in the yard,
with a consequent loss in time. I feel
that this shunting yard should be shifted
to another locality. On several occasions
I have seen a train standing on the main
line awaiting room in the yard. I regard
this as an urgent matter. I am quite
sure that if the present position were in-
proved, a saving of money would be
effected.

There are many men In the district who
are obliged to live apart from their fami-
lies. These men are living in derelict
accommodation-an old railway barracks
that at one time was condemned. I feel
that better housing accommodation should
be provided.

is lower than the footpath and, in the event
of rain, the children find themselves up
to their boot-tops in water. I recognise the
difficulties involved because this particular
school was built before the footpath was
constructed, and the footpath has had to
be built up. The only method of improv-
ing it would be to rebuild the yard, bitu-
minise it, and make a run-off for the
water.

There is only one other matter which I
wish to bring before the House. Last year
I raised the question of water extensions.
I know, from when our Government was
in office, that finance is made available
each year for water schemes, but it is a
difficult task to have extensions put in.
There is an urgent need for an improved
water supply at Muntadgin and also at
Westonia and Southern Cross. At the
present time, farners spend a great deal
of time sitting on their wagons trying to
get sufficient water at poor pressure. We
have battled for more water at South
Moorine, and we are still without it.
Water should take first priority In this
State. Without fresh air and water, one
cannot exist. There is Plenty of room in
this State for new settlers, but lack of
water is holding us back.

The Government should consider the
water supply position and give it a num-
ber one priority. At the present time the
goldfields are pretty right as there have
been no water restrictions there for the
past few years; but the people of the met-
ropolitan area have not been so fortunate.
Some People in the area I represent are
complaining about having to assist the
Government by putting down bores. Of
course, they are assisting others at the
same time. They pay the full water rate
as well as having a bore. One person
that I am aware of at Merredin has a
property in the metropolitan area where
he has put down a bore. Some people in
the vicinity of his Place could not get any
water, so he made some available to them
from the bore. I wrote to the department
in connection with this matter, but this
man was not allowed any rebate on his
water rates because he had a bore. He
considers that to be a hardship. I was
wondering whether the scheme mentioned
a little while ago of paying for the water
that one uses might not be a good scheme.
I would be very pleased with it myself.

Finally I want to say that we have put
off many persons from the Public Works
Department. They considered that a
Government job was a permanent job, but
they lost their jobs. I feel very sorry for
these people who have been in such jobs,
and who have been buying homes.

I must say that we get 100 per cent.
service from the officers of the many de-
partments with which we deal. I want
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the Ministers to Pass on to the officers of
their departments my appreciation for the
courtesy that they show me: and I expect
that the same courtesy is shown to other
members.

THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North)
[11.32]: 1 take this opportunity of offering,
together with the previous speakers, the
congratulations that have been so
adequately expressed to you, Sir, on being
in the Position you now hold as President
of the Chamber. I feel, as does every other
member of the House, that you will bring
to Your duties an earnest endeavour to
bring to the House the best that you have
in You, and that in that endeavour you will
achieve every success. I am sure you will
rank in quality with the many Presidents
of the Past and will be remembered for
Your fairness to individual members as
well as for your conduct of the House as a
whole.

I wish to mention Mr. Syd Thompson's
maiden speech when he moved the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-Reply.
I expect that the honourable member will
be a worthy successor to Mr. Roche. Mr.
Thompson was given the privilege of mov-
Ing the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply, and I am sure that this
Privilege will be treasured by him as, I
feel, it is by all others who have been
granted it.

I feel that with the return of Mr. Baxter
an old friend has returned to the fold.
Personally. I welcome him back. It must
be a great achievement to defy democay
on one occasion and then have an opinion,
that was considered wrong, endorsed.

We have lost two faces that we can ill-
afford to lose in the restricted circle that
constitutes the Legislative Council of West-
ern Australia. I refer to Mr. Roche and
Sir Charles Latham. Mr. Roche, I am
sure, deserves his retirement, but I am
equally sure he would have liked to be
permitted to carry on in the role in which
he was so well known.

The retirement of our es-President (Sir
Charles Latham) has left a gap which is
still not filled, because one expects to see
him emerge from some door, corridor, or
part of the Chamber, as he has done over
the past 40 years.

I take this opportunity of addressing
these remarks to the House. and I hope
that as our business goes on during the
year the memories of these two men will
not be forgotten, because they were truly
a great asset to this Chamber. I support
the motion.

On motion by tbe Hon. C. R. Abbey,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.38 P.m.
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